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Irn ina. 
For the Son of Man 1s not come to deſtrey | 
; Mens Lives, but to ſave them. 


| 


Senſe of theſe Words, will be to 
confider the Occaſion of them; 
which was this, Our Lord was 
now going to Feruſalem, to finiſh 


VER the Miniftry he had undertaken 


Re 1 For the Benefit of the World, ver. 
51. and becauſe his Way lay through Part of the 
Country belonging to the Samaritans, he ſent be- 


fore him Meſſengers to one of their Towns, there 


to prepare ſuch Things as might be neceſſary for 


him and his Company, ver. 52. When theſe Meſ- 


ſengers arrived at the Place, the Inhabitants 
would not receive them, or allow them any Enter- 
tainment: And the Reaſon given for it is, Becauſe 


our Lord was going to Jeruſalem, ver. 53. This 

Reaſon will ſeem a very ſtrange one, to thoſe who 

are not acquainted with the Hiſtory of this Peo- 
le: But the Meaning of it will eafily be under- - © 


ood, upon conſidering there was a great Enmity 
between the Jews and Samaritans, on the Account 
of Religion; and their greateſt Difference was 


about the Place of Worſhip and Sacrificing, The 
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Jews would have it to be Jeruſalem only, and the 
Samaritans were as fond of Mount Gerizim, where 
they had built a Temple. The Samaritans held the 
Law of Moſes, and had as great a Veneration for 
his Five Books, as the Jews themſelves : But as to 
the other Books of the Old Teftament, they dif- 
fer d in their Sentiments. However, it appears the 
main Queſtion agitated among them was with Re- 
lation to the right Place of Worſhip ; Which was 
the true Temple of God, that at Jeruſalem, or that 
upon Mount Gerizim, This plainly appears in the 
e that is given of our Lord's Diſcourſe. with 
the Samaritan Woman, John iv. Where we ſee, 
that as ſoon as the Woman perceiv'd our Lord 
was indeed a Prophet, ſhe immediately propounded 
the Queſtion to him, - about the Place of Worſhip, 
ver. 19, 20. It is, too viſible, theſe People, as it 
uſually happens in js Diſputes, mixed their 
Paſſions with their different Opinions, and hated 
one another very heartily. But it ſhould ſeem, as 
if the Jews quite out-did the Samaritans in Wrath 
and Hatred, and would ordinarily have nothing at 
all to do with them, but look'd upon them and 
treated them as a vile and execrable People. This 
was the Reaſon why the Samaritan Woman was ſo 
ſurprized at our Lord, that he being a Jew ſhould 
take any Notice of her, much more be ſo free as 
to ask a Draught of Water of her, ver. 7,9. A 
ſtrange Thing indeed! An ordinary Jew would 
perhaps rather have died, than be beholden to a 
Samaritan for Relief! It cannot ſeem ſtrange that 
ſuch 'Treatment ſhould quite alienate the Samari- 
tans, and inflame the Spirits of moſt of them againſt 
the Jews. Thus it was here, in this Village, to 
which our Lord was going; where they would not 
receive or give any Entertainment to ſuch of the 
Deus as were to go by them to worſhip at Jeruſa- 
m. And this was the Reaſon why they rejected 


8 8 3 


5 
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did? ver. 54. | 
Approbation, and would immediately bring down 
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| Propoſal of conſuming it. Our Lord, as quick 


N " - : 2 R 
— . or 7+», 0: $8 - o 9 
a es * 1 D * N * Salers WW „ 1 5 
2 vi RY 55 SV 7 0%, 131 4, dir 2 — * 8 ö 
7 2 * * * A * x -— & ** * * * * A 0 
; 1 N N * ES : 
£ bu N 


7 e e 
T MF 7 # TE. 3 N . , 370 
. n "= Sy ; FY 
: ; ; 
i; . * a 
% 4 c 5 n 
„ 2 P a 
* 
# 3 . 7 
4 52 
. " P ry 
* 
Pf A * 
= 4 8 * 


vur Lord and his Followers. And becauſe there 


5 R 
Wo : 4 * N * 
8 * 9 TJ 
97 Ss: a 
1 =» . 
* — 
8 - 
4 2 = 
* 
8 
: 


was a great Appearance of Savageneſs and Barba- 


rity in this Behaviour, two of the warmeſt Diſci- 


| ples immediately flew into the utmoſt Rage of Paſ- 
ſion, and could think of nothing but the utter De- 


ſtruction of the Town and all its Inhabitants. Aud 
when his Diſciples, James and John, ſaw this, they 


| ſaid, Lord, wilt thou that we command Fire to come 


down from Heaven, and conſume them, even as Elias 


They ask our Lord's Conſent and 


Fire from Heaven to conſume them. And however 
cruel ſuch a Propoſal as this was, they endea- 
your to ſupport and ftrengthen it, by the Example 
of Elias, or Elijah the Prophet, as Elias did. Tf 


we look into 2 Kings i. we may fee at large the 


Hiſtory here referred to, and which the Diſciples 


thought a Caſe exactly parallel to this. But 


what does our Lord ſay to it? Does he commend 
their -Zeal, and receive the Propoſal ? By no 
Means. On the contrary, he ſharply reproves 
them, tells them they were ated by a blind Im- 

ulſe, inſtead of a rational and commendable Zeal ; 
and further ſhews them their Propoſal was directly 
contrary both to his own Example, and the great 


Deſign of his Coming into the World. But he 


turned, and rebuked them, and ſaid, Ye know not what 
manner of Spirit ye are of : For the Son of Man is not 
come to « deſtroy Mens Lives, but to ſave them, ver. 


- 55, 


It ſeems probable, our Lord being denied En- 


trance into the Town, was now paſſing onward, if 


he might meet with Entertainment elſewhere, and 
had no other Reſentments, with Reſpe& to this 
People, than thoſe of Pity and Compaſſion. And 


as he was paſling quietly by the Place with his Diſ- 


ciples, theſe two, the warmeſt of them, made their 


as 


as Thought, before they could well finiſh what 
they had to ſay, turns upon them, and with a ſharp 
Reprimand tells them, they knew not what Man- 
ner of Spirit they were of : Or, in other Words, that 
they little thought how vile a Spirit they were acted 
by. Had we been Spectators here, and ſeen our 
Lord's Manner, his Action, the Diſpoſition of his 
Countenance, and heard the Accent of his Voice, 
I cannot but think, we ſhould much better have 
underſtood with what Concern and Indignation he 
rejected the Propoſal, than it is poſſible for us to 
do in our preſent Circumſtances. N 

Having thus given them a ſevere Rebuke, he 
then adds the ſtrongeſt Reaſon why he could not 
come into their Method of treating theſe ignorant 
People, how unworthily, and with how much In- 
humanity ſoever they had rejected him, viz. That 
it was directly contrary to the great Deſign of his 
Coming into the World. Fur the Son of Man is not 
come to deſtroy Mens Lives, but to. ſave them. Where 
Javing Mens Lives is directly oppos'd to deſtroying 
them, in the Senſe in which the Diſciples made 
their Propoſal ; and conſequently muſt be under- 
ſtood with Reference to the preſent State and well- 
being of Mankind. And the plain Meaning of 
the Words is this; 2 


That the Peace and Happineſs of this World, was 
the immediate Deſign of our Lord's Coming in- 
to it. c . 


This is what he himſelf, who muſt be ſuppos d 
to know beſt his own Intentions, aſſerts in the 
Text; and the Truth of it will be made more ful- 


ly to appear, by conſidering, 


1 His oun perſonal Conduct. 5 
II. The Scheme of Duties he has given us. 
—_— III. Te 


1 
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III. The Improvements: he has made to thoſe 
| Notions of the Regards due to one another, 
which generally prevail'd before his Coming 
into the World. And, | XL 
IV. The peculiar Streſs that is laid upon thoſe 
Duties, that regard more immediately the 
Peace and Welfare of the World. | 


I. It will be proper to take a View of our 
Lord's own Behaviour. It is on all Hands con- 
ſeſſed he was intended to be an Example to us 
in the principal Parts of Life; that his Conduct 


is the beſt Interpretation of his Laws ; and that a 


due Regard to it will both moſt ſecurely lead us 
into the Deſign of his Religion, and alſo direct us 
how to form our own Conduct. Now in taking a 
ſerions Review of that exemplary Life, there is 


nothing does either ſooner, or with greater 


Strength of Light, diſcover ir ſelf to us, than In- 
nocence, or Inoftenſiveneſs, on the one Hand ; 
and Goodneſs, Beneficence, and Uſefulneſs on the 


other. We ſee a conſtant Care to avoid every 


Thing that might be any Ways injurious and pain- 
ful to others ; and this, even where there was the 
higheft Provocation to a contrary Practice. So far 
was our Lord from doing an Injury, that he would 
not at any Time return one; when he was reviled, 
he reviled not again; when he ſuffered, he threatned not. 


| Thoſe Graces and virtuous Diſpoſitions, which are 
the moſt diametrically oppoſite to a retaliating Spi- 


rit, appear plainly to have had the higheſt Aſcen- 
dant 1n him ; Meekneſs, Gentleneſs, and Patience. 
Nay, we find, he was ſo far from retaliating and 
returning the Injuries he met with, that on the 
contrary, he was always diſpoſed to pity his worſt 
Enemies, and return them Good for Evil, We meet 


3 with many Inſtances of ſuch a Temper and Practice 
in che Goſpels, and ſhould, no doubt of it, have 


had 


8 
o 


had many mere, had it been intended to give us 
the moſt particular Account of his Life and Con- 
duct. Every one that obſerves the Temper and 
Behaviour of our Lord's Enemies, muſt neceſſarily 
take Notice, there was ſomething peculiarly vile 
and diſingenuous in both; and therefore that it 
muſt be extreamly difficult to check one's Reſent- 
ments, but abundantly more, to find any Place for 
Compaſſion and Goodneſs. They were ſo wilful 
aud obſtinate, ſo perverſe and malicious, that not 
only the perfecteſt Innocence, but the moſt con- 
ſummate Kindneſs and Beneficence could make no 
Impreſſions for the better upon them. Their Spi- 
rits rather ranłled the more upon that Account; 
and what was deſigned for their Conviction and 
Amendment, and would naturally tend to melt 
them down to a better Temper, ſerv'd only to in- 
flame their worſt Paſſions and Prejudices ſo much 
the more. Thus they reſolutely oppoſed every 
| Means of their Conviction, and when they could 
not deny either the Reality or Kindneſs of our 
Lord's Miracles, yet, in the Exuberance of their 
Malice, and contrary to the fixed Apprehenſions 
of their own Minds, they aſcribed them to a Power 
which they knew could never be a Principle of 
Goodneſs and Beneficence to Mankind. Our Lord 
bore with them as long, and perhaps longer than 
there was any Proſpect of doing Good upon them, 
and omitted no Opportunity of ſerving them, and 
diſcovering a warm Affection and Concern for 
their Welfare. But when they had at laſt ſo rooted 
their Prejudices, and inflamed their Malice, thatthere 
was no longer any the leaſt glimmering Proſpect 
of doing them Service; and the Language of their 
Hearts, and almoſt of their Lips too, was, Do 
what you will, we will neither be convinced nor 
_ © reclaimed by you; then there was Room for 
little elſe but Pity and Concern, And how great 


Ne 


le 


ther, 


a Share of this they {till continued to have from 
our Lord, is evident from the Hiſtory. What can 


be more affecting, or ſnew more ſtrongly the Diſ- 


poſition of our Lord's Mind, than the Account 


that 4 7 of his viewing and weeping over Je- 


m ? Luke xix. 42. When he ſurvey'd that 
City, and ſaw the unparalleled Deſtruction that was 


ruſali 


haſtning towards them, though it was little more 
than the natural Effect of their unexampled Wick- 


edneſs, he could not refrain expreſſing the Ten- 


dernèſs of his Concern and Compaſſion for them; 


weeping over the Place, and paſſionately wiſhing they 
would but at laſt have ſeen their Miſery, and avoid- 
ed it : H thou hadſi known, even thou, at leaſt in this 
thy Day, the Things which belong unto thy Peace. And 


when upon the Croſs, in the Agony of Pain, yet 


he could not forget the moſt implacable of his Ene- 
mies, who to all their other Guilt, had now added 
that | of his Blood; nor refrain praying, though 

with his dying Breath, for Mercy for them: Fa- 

r, forgive them. And though it is true we often 
find our Saviour reproving his Adverſaries in 
Terms of the greateſt Keenneſs and Severity; yet 
as it was never upon Account of any perſonal 
Pique or Diſguft, ſo it was generally for the Pra- 
&ice of ſuch Vices, or the wilful Neglect of ſuch 


| Virtues, as have the moſt immediate Influence on 
the Peace and Welfare of this World; and this, 


which. was worſt of all, covered with hypocritical 


Pretences. Thus they would make long Prayers, and 
devour Widows Houſes ; tithe Mint, and Aniſe, and 
Cummin; but neglect the weightier Matters of the Law, 


Judgment, Mercy, and Fidelity : And they would. 
garniſh the Sepulchres of the old Prophets, condemn the 
Behaviour of their Anceſtors towards them, and yet 
do/the very ſame Things to the zew ozes ; or it may 


be what was a great deal worſe. In ſhott, if we 


lgok into our Saviour's Hiſtory, we ſhall find the 


Y | ſharpeſt 
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ſharpeſt of his Reproofs are levelled againſt the 

ordinary Practice of the Jews, in ſeparating the 
Regards due to God, from thoſe that were due to 
their Neighbour. Thus they could be punctual 
enough in the Obſervation of Sacrifices, and eve- 
ry ritual ceremonious Service ; but all along for- 
get the Obligations of Juſtice and Charity, which 
yet were ablolutely indiſpenſable. 

And what our Lord could not endure in them, 
we may be ſure he was careful to avoid in his own 
Conduct. And, indeed, the more ſtrictly we in- 
quire into his Practice, the more fully we muſt be 
convinced, how ſteadily his Eye was fixed upon the 
Peace and Happineſs of Mankind. Beſides that 
Innocence or Inoffenſiveneſs never fail'd to ma- 
nifeſt it ſelf in every Part of his Behaviour, there 
was in much the greateſt Share of it, the moſt di- 
rect Tendency to improve the Comfort and Wel- 
fare of every Body, with whom he had todo, As 
he loſt no Opportunities of doing good that offered 

_ themſelves, ſo he often ſought for them, and did 
good when and where it was leaſt expected. And 
we find this was his conſtant Employment, what he 
was unweariedly engaged in; and therefore it is 
Taid of him, that he went about doing good. Tt has 
deen commonly, and with Truth and Juſtice ob- 
ſerved of our Lord's Miracles, that Compaſſion 
and Goodneſs viſibly diſplay'd themſelves in them: 
And herein how much they did differ from thoſe that 
were wrought by Moſes and others under the Old 
Diſpenſation ! Terror and Pain were generally the 
Effect of theſe ; whereas the other were employ'd 
in removing the Miſeries of People, and adding 
e. either in a greater or leſs Degree, to 
their Eaſe and Happineſs. Thus the Hungry were 
filled, the Blind received their Sight, the Deaf 
heard, the Dumb ſpake, the Lame walked, the Sick 
were healed, and the Dead raiſed to Life _ | 
| | = And, 
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And, as I have obſerv d, ſince our Lord was conſtant- 
ly employed in doing good fome Way or other, and 
adding to the Comfort and Happineſs of People ; 
we may from thence infer, how much this was his 
Religion, and what Notions of Religion he intend- 
ed and deſired to convey to his Followers. For 
we may be ſure, ſuch Inſtances of Practice as 
theſe, would never have ingroſs'd ſo great a Pro- 
portion (one might ſay the whole) of his Time 
and Pains, had they not deſerv'd it, and had it not 


been intended to let us know how great a Streſs 


he laid upon them. But there is one Thing will 
fully convince us, if we regard it as we ought, that 
ſuch a Practice as this, was in our Lord's Judg- 
ment, the moſt indiſpenſably neceſſary of all others; 
that the greateſt Streſs lies here, and that no other, 
whether real or ſuppos'd Branches of Religion, 


| muſt be allow'd to ftand in Competition with it. 
The Obſervation is this, That whenever any pofi- 


tive Inſtitution and an Inſtance of doing good inter- 
fered, the latter always took Place in his Practice, 
and the other was ſet aſide for that Time. No 


Body can read our Lord's Hiſtory without taking 


Notice of many Inſtances to this Purpoſe ; and 


therefore I ſhall ſatisfy my ſelf with mentioning 
only that of his healing the Cripple on the Sabbath- 


Day (a), in one of the Fewiſh Synagogues. Upon 


going into that Place of Worſhip he ſees before 


him ſuch an Object of Compaſſion, and preſently 


takes up a Reſolution to heal him, though he knew 
the whole Aſſembly would condemn the Action, as 
being a Violation of the Sabbath-Day. They pre- 
tend, indeed, to ask the Queſtion, as if they were 
in ſome Doubt, and wanted to be inform'd, Me- 


ther it was lawful to heal on the Sabbath. Day? But 


5 


(a) Mat. xii. 9— 12. compar'd with Mark iii. 13. 
1 21 their 
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„ 
their real Deſign was to accuſe him to the Rulers if 
he did it, as a Breaker of the Sabbath. However our 
Lord would not loſe the Opportunity of doing ſo 

ood an Action, immediately, and not without ma- 
nifeſt Signs of Diſpleaſure in his Countenance, in- 
uires of them, Whether it was lawful to do good on 
' the Sabbath Day, or to do evil; to ſave Life, or to de- 
ſtroy it ? Where our Lord's Deſign could not be, 
to tell them only that it was better to do good than to 
do evil; for that was no more than any of his Ene- 
mies would have readily acknowledged: And be- 
ſides, it would have been nothing to the Purpoſe. 
For the Queſtion was not, which of theſe two was 
the beſt, but whether either of them ought to be 
done on a Sabbath-Day. And therefore our Lord, 
by thus exprefſing himſelf, ſeems plainly to intend 
the letting them know, that it was not merely lau- 
Jul to do good on ſuch a Day, but alſo that to neg- 
left any Opportunity of doing a kind and chari- 
table Action, becauſe of the Sabbath, was, in Ef- 
fect, to do the contrary ; not to do good was doing 
evil; and not to ſave Life, if there was an Oppor- 
tunity, was deſtroying it. And thus, in the ſtrong- 
eſt Manner poſſible, he tells them how vaſtly pre- 
Ferable in the Sight of God, the doing a Work of 
Goodneſs and Mercy was, than any pretended re- 
ligious Obſervation of that Day. 
And here, as being full to the preſent Purpoſe, 
J cannot but obſerve alſo in what Manner our Lord 
received thoſe Phariſees, who pretended to rebuke 
him for ſuffering his Diſciples to (a) pluck the Ears 
of Corn on that Day of Reft.. Our Lord firſt juſti- 
hes the Action by a paralle! Inftance or two, which 
they durſt not contradict ; and then tells them, that 
if they had but recollefted and conſidered, and 
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known the true Meaning of that general Declara- 


tion, which God had made by one of their own ac- 
knowledged Prophets, I will have Mercy and not Sa- 
crifice, they would not have condemn'd his innocent 
Diſciples. The Meaning of which Declaration, 


according to our Lord's Manner of citing it, is 


manifeſtly this, That whenever an Inftance of 


| Kindneſs and Mercy to our Fellou-Creatures, in- 
terferes with any Inſtance of external Homage and 
Service due immediately to God himſelf, he will 


always have the latter ſuſpended for the Sake of 
the former. 


The Concluſion therefore, upon the intire View 


of our Saviour's own Conduct, is, That as he him- 
ſelf, in the whole of his Conduct, ſhewed a ſteady, 
and fixed Regard to the Peace and Happineſs of 
Mankind, ſo this was the great. Deſign of his co- 
ming into the World, © 3 ; 

I hope, no one will object againſt this, what 
our Lord ſays of himſelf, upon a particular Occa- 


ſion, that he was not come to ſend Peace on Earth, 
but rather a Sword (a). The Sound of the Words 


may miſlead unthinking People ; but as no Body 


can underſtand our Saviour in the moſt literal Senſe 


(for that would be to ſay, that he came really to 


unhinge Mankind, to turn the World upſide down, 
and introduce Confuſion every where ; and this 


equally in all Times, from the Beginning to the 


End of this Diſpenſation) ſo the true Deſign was 
no other than this, that his Diſciples ſhould not 
buoy up themſelves with Expectations of perfe& 

Eaſe in ſpreading Chriftianity in the World. On 
the contrary, he tells them they might expect a 


great deal of Oppoſition and Trouble; that how- 
ever the Goſpel was calculated to promote the In- 


__— 


* 5 


tereſt 


ä _ K K 
9 1 9 * a CE - 8 y : e * * 4 E 
> S * DE 5 3, 4 : . : n 4 2 
© 
« 
* 
- 


tereſt and Welfare of Mankind, yet accidentally, 
and for the preſent, the Effect would be quite 
otherwiſe, only through the violent Prejudices and 
Luſts of its Oppoſers : But this was not to be al- 
ways and every where the Caſe. Whenever Chr 
ſtianity had prevailed over the Oppoſition it was 
but too certainly to meet with, then the Conſe- 
quences would be = different, and the Peace 
and Happineſs of Mankind be ſo far from being 
any ways unhinged, that they would, on the con- 

trary, be ſecured in the moſt effectual Manner. 
And this will appear with ſufficient Plainneſs, if 
ve conſider, | | 1 ; 


II. The Scheme of Duties the Goſpel has given 
us. For this we muſt ſearch the New Teſtament 
Writings, and the more exact we are in this 
Inquiry, ſo much the ſtronger will be our Convi- 


_  Rion, that the preſent Peace and Welfare of 


Mankind was one Deſign of our Lord's Coming 
among us. We muſt of Neceflity acknowledge it, 
when we obſerve that this is the manifeſt Tenden- 
cy of all the Directions he has given us for the 
Conduct and Government of our ſelves; that he 
has taught us the higheſt Veneration for the Dei- 
ty, the Author of our Being, and Fountain of all 
dur Comforts, which muſt be from Time to Time 
ſupported and improved by publick and private 
Acknowledgments and Addreſſes; that this Ve- 
neration muſt expreſs it ſelf by a conſtant and 
univerſal Obedience to his Will ; and that this 
Obedience conſiſts in the ſteady Conduct of our 
ſelves according to the Rules of 'Temperance, Ju- 
ſtice, and Charity, and in being uſeful and ſer- 
viceable, diligent and faithful in our ſeveral Pla- 
ces and Stations, according to the different Ca- 
pacities and Talents it has pleaſed God to intruſt 
us with: And, laſtly, that to ſupport us in a 
| „„ ſteady 


And, I ſuppoſe, any one that obſerves this Conduct 


E 


ſteady Courſe of ſuch Practice a8 this, notwith- 


ſtanding the ſeveral perſonal Inconveniencies we 
may be expoſed to by it, the Goſpel has ſet before 
us the Proſpect of a better World, which will be 
an abundant Recompence for all the Diſappoint- 


ments and Troubles particular Perſons will meet 
with in the reſolute Practice of Virtue and Good- 


neſs. 5 
That this is the Scheme of Chriſtianity, muſt 


needs be plain to every one, who will bring an un- 


prejudiced Mind along with him, when he ſearch- 
es the Goſpel-Writings. 3 
The largeſt Diſcourſe of our Saviour's to his 
Followers in general, and conſequently where one 
may expect to find ſomething that would eaſily let 
us into the Deſign of his Coming into the World, 
and the Nature of his Religion, is that which is 
call'd his Sermon on the Mountain, and of which we 
have an Account in the fifth, ſixth, and ſeventh 
Chapters of Matthew. Now, upon looking into 
that Diſcourſe, we may preſently obſerve what is 


the main Scope and Deſign of it, and that it was 
particularly levelled at ſome corrupt Inclinations 


and Practices, which were too frequent among the 
Jews. Theſe Vices were principally, Impurity, 
Hatred, Malice, a retaliating Spirit, Unmerciful- 


neſs, Hypocriſy, and Oſtentation; Diſcontent, 


and Cenſoriouſneſs. Theſe our Lord not only de- 
clares againſt, but moſt ſſtrictly enjoins the contra- 


ry Virtues; and withal improves many of them 


beyond what was before apprehended by any Bo- 
dy to be neceſſary: Purity, Meekneſs, and Peace- 
ableneſs, univerſal Love and Goodneſs, Patience 
and Forbearance, Sincerity, Contentment, and 


ſuch a Temper as would incline us rather to fee 
and correct an hundred of our own Failings, than 


obſerve curiouſly thoſe of any of our Neighbours. 


of 


they” 

of our Saviour's, will readily acknowledge his De- 
ſign in it was to ſecure and advance the Intereſt 
and Happineſs of the World; and that theſe Vices 
are forbidden, and the contrary Virtues in joined, 
becauſe of the plain, direct Influence they have, 
the one to diſturb and unhinge Mankind, the other 
to make them eaſy and happy. And if we goon 
to the Epiſtles, we ſhall ſee yet further into the 

eat Deſign of Chriſtianity, and that it was di- 
rectly intended as the moſt effectual Means of cor- 
recting the Vices, and conſequently the Miſeries 
of Mankind ; and by prevailing with every one to 
be good for ſomething in his Place and Station, 
make them all contribute their reſpective Shares 
to the general Peace and Happineſs. And I ſhall 
chooſe to bring the Evidence of this out of St. Paul's 
Epiſtles ; becauſe I think no one's Writings have 
been more abuſed to a different Purpoſe than his. 
He tells us expreſsly, That whereas the Forks of 
the Fleſh (a), or thoſe Effects which were com- 
monly ſeen before the Times of the Goſpel, as 
well among the Jews as the Gentiles, were ſuch 
as theſe, Adultery, Fornication, Uncleanneſs, Laſci- 
viouſueſs, Idolatry, Witchcraft, Hatred, Variance, 
Emulations, Wrath, Strife, Seditions, Hereſies, En- 
wyings, Murders, Drunkenneſs, Revellings ; the genuin 
Fruits of the Spirit, or thoſe Fruits which Chrifti- 
anity was intended to produce were of a quite dif- 


ferent Nature, Love, Joy, Peace, Long-ſuffering, 


Gentleneſs, Goodneſs, Faith, Meekneſs, and Tempe- 
rance. And writing to the Philippians, he tells 
them how much it was his fervent Deſire and 
Prayer, that they might approve the Things that 
were excellent, that they might be ſincere, and with- 
out Offence till the Day of Chriſt, and might abound in 


| («) Gal. v. 19—23. 
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the Eruits of Ri ehteouſneſs, which are by Jeſus Chriſt (a) 


or through the Goſpel, as being wrought and pro- 


duced by it, to the Glory and Praiſe of God. And 


afterwards he tells. them more particularly whar 
thoſe Fruits were, requiring them to mind, with 


the utmoſt Care and Endeavour, ſuch T hings as 
were true, comely, Juſt, and pure, lovely, virtuous, 


and praiſe-worthy (b). _ | 

If we look into the Epiſtle to the Ephefians, and 
take the whole of it before us, we ſhall ſee yer more 
Evidence to the fame Purpoſe. The Apoſtle firſt 


_ endeavours to diſplay the Mercy of God in calling 
them by the Goſpel out of the Darkneſs and Cor- 


ruption of Heatheniſm, to the Light and Privile- 
ges they now enjoyed: And then he inſtructs them 
very particularly how they ought, in Conſequence 
of this, to behave themſelves. Chap. iv. I therefore, 
fays he, the Priſoner of the Lord, beſeech you that ye 
walk worthy of the Vocation wherewith ye are called, 
with all Lowlineſs and Meekneſs, with Long-ſuffering, 
forbearing one another in Love. Here comes in 
a long Parentheſis ; at length the Apoſtle reſumes 
the Thread of his Diſcourſe, at ver. 17. and con- 
tinues it onward. This 1 ſay therefore, aud teſtify iu 


the Lord, that ye . henceforth walk not as other Gentiles 


walk, in the Vanity of your Miud. But ye have not 
ſo learned Chriſt ; if ſo be ye have heard him, aud been 
taught by him, as the Truth is in Jeſus. O r, J 1 
other Words, if ye have been rightly inſtructed in 
the true Nature and Deſign of Chriſtianity. 


Wherefore parting away Lying, let every Man ſpeak 
Ve 


Truth with his Neighbour ; for we are Members oue of 
another. Be ye angry and fin not, let not the Sun go dum 
upon your Mash. Let all Bitterneſs,and Wrath, and 
Anger, and Clamour, and Evil-ſpeaking, be put away 


* 
4 = 
* 2 = 


— 


() Phil. i. 9—1ts 2 Chap. i. 8. 


from 


from you, with all Malice. And be ye kind one to ano- 
ther, tender-hearted, forgiving one another; Jub- 


mitting your ſelves one to another in the Fear of God. 
Wives ſubmit your ſelves to your own Husbauds, as 


unto the Lord; or, becauſe it is your Religion to 


do ſo. Husbands love your Wives, and be not bitter 
againſt them. Children obey your Parents in the Lord. 
Aud ye Fathers, provoke not your Children to Whath, but 
bring' them up in the Nurture and Admonition of the 
Tord. Servants, be obedient to them that are your Ma- 
ſters, with Fear and Trembling, in Singleneſs of your 
Heart, as unto Chriſt, or from a religious Principle; 


not with Eye-Service, as Men-pleaſers, but as the Ser- 


wants of Chriſt, thus doing the Will of God from the Heart. 
=- — Knowing that whatſoever good Thing any Man doth, 
the ſame ſhall he receive of the Lord, whether he be bond 


or free. And ye Maſters do the ſame Things to them, 


Jorbearing Threatning, knowing that your Maſter is in 
Heaven, neither is there Reſpect of Perſons with him. 
The ſame Conduct exactly is obſerved in the 
Epiſtle to the Coloſſians, where the Apoſtle ſpends the 
two firft Chapters in illuſtrating the Grace and 
Dignity of their Chriſtian Calling, and then ſhews 
them, in Conſequence of this, how they ought to 
behave themſelves in all the Parts of Life, and all 
their Relations and Capacities in it. Chap. iii. If 
then ye be riſen with Chriſt, or in other Words, if 
ye have honeſtly received the Baptiſm, and taken 
upon your ſelves the Character of Chriſtians ; ſet 
your Aſfections ou Things above, and not on Things on 
the Earth. Mortify your Members which are on the 
Earth, Fornication, Uncleanneſs, inordinate Affection, 
evil Concupiſcence, and Covetouſneſs. Put off,” or di- 
veſt your ſelves of, Anger, Wrath, Malice, evil 
Jpeaking, filthy Communication: Lie not one to another, 
aud put on, as the proper Clothing of a Chriſtian, 
Bowels of Mercies, Kindneſs, Humbleneſs of Mind, Meek- 
weſs, Long-ſuffering, forbearing one another, forgiving one 
5 N | another, 
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[19] 


another, if any Man have a Quarrel againſt any ; 
and, above all, or upon all theſe, put on Charity. 
And then the Apoſtle proceeds to mention their 
Relative Duties, juſt in the ſame Manner as in the 


 Epiſile to the Epheſians. 


I will only take Notice of one Epiſtle more, 
though all the reſt might be inſtanced to the ſame 
Purpoſe ; for much the ſame Conduct is obſerved 
in all of them. It is the Epiſtle to Titus. The 
Apoſtle firſt (a) charges it upon him, to ſpeak the 

rine, and then imme- 
diately tells him what thoſe Things were, That the 


aged Men be ſober, grave, temperate.— The aged 


Women likewiſe, that they be in Behaviour as becometh 
Holineſs, not falſe Accuſers, not given to much Wine, 
Teachers of good Things ; that they teach the young 
Women to be ſober, to love their Husbands, to love their 
Children ; to be diſcreet, chaſte, Keepers at home, good, 
obedient to their own Husbands, that the Mord of God 
be not blaſphemed, or their Character as Chriſtians 
evil ſpoken of. Young Men likewiſe exhort to be ſo- 
ber-minded ; Servants alſo to be obedient to their own 
Maſters, and to pleaſe them well in all Things, not an- 


ſwering again, not purloyning, but ſhewing all good F- 


delity, that they may adorn the Doctrine of God our 
Saviour in all Things ; for the ſalutary Grace of God 
in the Goſpel hath appeared to all Men, teaching us to 


deny all Ungodlineſs and worldly Luſts, and to live ſo- 


berly, righteoufly, and godly in this preſent World. In 
this Manner looking for the bleſſed Hope and glorious 


Appearing of the Great God, and our Saviour, Jeſus 


Chriſt ; who gave himſelf for us, for this very End 


and Purpoſe, that he might redeem us from all Ini- 


quity, and purify unto himſelf a peculiar People, zea- 


lous of good Works, Theſe Things ſpeak, and exhort, 
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and rebuke with all Authority. Let no Man deſpiſe 
thee. Put them in Mind to be ſulject to Principalities 

and Powers, to obey Nw. to be rendy to every 

good Mork; to ſpeak Evil of no Man, to be no Brawl- 
ers, but gentle, ſhewing all Meekuefs to all Men. 
Theſe Things I will that thou affirm conſtantly, that 
they, who have believed in God, or taken upon them- 
ſelves the Chriftian Character, be careful to main- 
tain good Works. Theſe are th: Things that are good 
and profitable unto Men. 

Thus I have laid before you that Scheme of 
Duties which the Goſpel has revealed. And how 
plainly does it appear, that in the whole of it a 
perfect Regard is had to the Peace and Happineſs 
of the World? And that this is the great End of 
the Chriſtian Inſtitution will yet be more plainly 
manifeſt, if, = . | 


III. We conſider what remarkable Improve- 
ments our Lord has made to thoſe Notions of the 
Regards due to one another, which generally pre- 
vail'd before his Coming into the World. Among 
the Jews themſelves, where yet one would expect 
to find the beſt Syſtem of Mprality, it was an allow'd 
| Notion, that though they were to love their Friends, 
they might hate their Enemies; conſequently, that 
they were under no Neceſſity to put up any Inju- 
ries, but might retaliate them upon thoſe that did 
them. Our Lord takes Notice of this in ſuch a 
Manner, as ſheiwvs it was a current Opinion among 
that People, and that their Practice was agreeable to 
it. (a) Te have heard, that it hath been ſaid, Au Eye for 
an Eye, and a Tooth for a Tooth. And, Te have heard 
ir ſaid, Thou fhalt love thy Neighbour, and hate thine 
Enemy, It was, indeed, a groſs Corruption of the 
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Jews, to underſtand the Law of Retaliation, as mens 


tioned in the Moſaical Inftitution, otherwiſe than as 


a publick Law, made for the better Government of 
the People, the Execution of which was lodg'd with 


proper Officers. Private Perſons had nothing ar 


all to do with it, nor was it ever intended to coun- 


tenance in the leaſt, any Inftances of private Reta- 


liation. However, our Lord plainly ſpeaks of it, 


as having had ſuch a Conſtruction generally put up- 
on it, and as having been reduced from a publick 
Rule for perſonal Behaviour. 

And again, it is true, That the Law of Moſes 
never gave them an expreſs Direction or Allow- 
ance to hate their Enemies ; and therefore that the 
Jews were miſtaken if they otherwiſe underſtood 
it; but then it ſeems equally true, that their Law 
never, with ſufficient Plainneſs, required any Thing 


further of them, than only to love thoſe that were of 
their own Seed. So that, if they could not love 


their Enemies, or thoſe that were not of their on 


Nation, they could hardly be charged as offending 


againſt their own Law. So narrow a Direction too 
naturally tended to produce among them a poor 
narrow Spirit; nor is it difficult to ſee, how eaſy 
it would be, to contemn or hate every Body elſe, 
when they thought they were obliged to love none 


but themſelves. And how it was in Fact with that 
People, is but too evident from all the Hiſtory we 


have of them. Tis hardly poſſible to imagine 


with what Contempt or Rancour they treated all 


the World, looking upon them as little better than 
Vermin form'd only to be deftroyed. 

And if we paſs on to the Gemile World, it can- 
not be expected we ſhonld find, that their Prin- 
ciples and Practices were better. To forgive Inju- 


ries, to love an Enemy, and return Good for Evil, is 


a Height to which the Morality of the Gentiles never 


arrived, I do not ſay, but the Light of Nature 


would 


rn” ” 
would lead a thoughtful and unprejudiced Mind 
as far as this comes to; and, that ſuch a Doctrine, 
when fairly propoſed, may, in Time, recommend 
it ſelf, and gain our Aſſent and Approbation. Nor 
do I deny, but that ſuch a Philoſopher as Socrates or 
Plato, might poſſibly ſee and acknowledge the Rea- 
ſonableneſs of it. But how little will this amount 
to if it be granted: That One or Two extremely 
contemplative Minds ſhould diſcern the Reaſon- 
ableneſs, or Fitneſs of a Practice, which all the 
World but themſelves, and that through many Ages, 
could ſee nothing of ? Read the Morality that was 
wrote by the ſeveral Secs of Philoſophers, and you 
will find either a profound Silence in this Point, or, 
that no one whatever has advanc'd it as an eftabliſh- 
ed Doctrine, to be acknowledged and ſubmitted to 
by every Body. Or, if any of them had done fo 
much, they would have found it difficult, extremely 
ſo, ro ſupport it with ſufficient Reaſons, and yet ſo 
plain ones, as might be level to the Capacities of 
ordinary People. Yet without doing this it would be 
in vain, in this Caſe eſpecially, ever to have expected 
their Submiſſion and Compliance. And how it was in 
Fa& with them, how little they ever dream'd of 
Forgiveneſs and Beneficence towards Enemies, ap- 
s but too evidently from the Apoſtle's Ac- 
count of them, who had ſufficient Opportunities 
of knowing the real Caſe. He ſays of them, in 
general, that they were full of Maliciouſneſs, Envy, 
Murder, Deceit, Malignity, without natural Affection, 
Implacable, Unmerciful, 15 
Therefore it muſt be look'd upon as a peculiar 
Improvement made to this Part of Morality, that 
the Goſpel requires it expreſly and peremptorily of 
all its Followers, that they be ſo far from recompen- 


„ * Rom, i. 29, 31. 
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fing Evil for Evil to any Man, that on the contrary; 
they muſt forgive their worſt Enemies, and love 
even thoſe that hate them. The Obligation is ex- 
preſs and univerſal, and inforced in the ſtrongeff 
manner poſlible, ſo as that we are aſſured we can- 
not be Chriſtians without complying with it in our 
Temper and Carriage. f Te have heard that it hath 
been ſaid, thou ſhalt love thy Neighbour and hate thine 
Enemy. But I ſay unto you, love your Enemies, bleſs 
them that curſe you, do good to them that hate you, and 
pray for them that deſpitefully uſe you and perſecute you 3 
that ye may be the Children of your Father whichis in Hea- 
ven; for he maketh his Sun to riſe on the Evil and on the 
Good, and ſendeth Rain on the Juſt and on the Unjuſt. 
For if ye love them who love you, what Reward have ye? 
Do not even the Publicans the ſame? And if ye ſalute your 
Brethren ouly, what do ye more than others ? Do not even 
the Publicans ſo ? Be ye therefore perfect, even as your 
Father, who is in Heaven, is perfect. Where we ſee 
our Lord injoins his Followers the moſt extenſive 
Charity and Beneficence towards every Body, not 
excluding even their bittereſt Enemies and Perſecu- 
tors. He urges it upon them by the higheſt and 
beſt Example they could poſſibly follow, even that 
of God himſelf, whoſe Goodneſs extended it ſelf 
to all; and alſo, from the Lowneſs of the contra- 
ry Practice; If ye love only thoſe that love you, the 
© very Publicans will do that. If ye ſalute your Bre- 
* thren only, if ye can wiſh well and do well on- 
ly to them, what is that more than others will 
2 do? It is not beyond the common Standard of 
© the Publicans themſelves, who yet are eſteemed 
Aby you as the vileſt of Mankind. But ye have a 
much nobler Pattern to copy after, that of 
your heaveuly Father, whoſe Nature and Perfe- 
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* ion is Goodneſs and Love; and the only way 
* you have to reſemble him, and manifeft your 
* Relation to him, muſt be by your moſt extenſive 
* diffuſed Goodneſs and Beneficence.” Agreeably | 
hereto we find the firſt Preachers of the Goſpel, who 
were to ſpread Chriſtianity through the World, and 
were beſt acquainted with the Deſign of it, injoin- 
ing it ſtrictly upon all their Converts, to do every 
Thing that could be done in order to Peace with 
every Body. Fit be poſſible, as much as lieth in you, 
| five peaceably with all Men. And for this End they 
are charged to be ſo far from avengivg themſelves, 
that, on the contrary, they were, if poſſible, to 
melt down their Enemies to a better Temper, by 
all the Inſtances of Love and Goodneſs. | I} thine 
Enemy hunger, feed him ; if be thirſt, give him drink ; Be 
wot overcome of Evil, but overcome Evil with Good. 
This was the likelieſt way to gain a Conqueſt over 
their greateſt Enemies; but if that ſhould not be 
the Effect, yet a Victory they would have, and a no- 
ble one too, a Victory over their own Paſſions, and, 
at the ſame Time, infallibly diſappoint the Malice 
of their Enemies, if they could not ingage them 
into the Number of their Friends. Thus, one 
way or other, a Victory they would have, and over- 
come Evil with Good. | 
One would think it cannot be neceſſary to ſay 
much, in order to convince every Body, how 
greatly ſuch Improvements as theſe in Morality 
muſt tend to ſecure the Peace and Comfort of Man- 


Find. For a Liberty to revenge Injuries, and re- 


turn Evil for Evil, among private Perſons, can on- 
ly multiply Miſchiefs endleſly, and propagate Diſ- 
order and Confuſion every where. There will al- 
aways be too many of a Temper hard and barbarous 
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enough to do Miſchief, and be injurious tu thoſe 
who do not deſerve ſuch Treatment. But," if theſe 
ſhould fire upon every ſuch Occaſion, and recur 
one Injury with another, no one knows how bai 
the Conſequence would be, or where the Progreſs 


of Injuries would top: This would be adding Fuel 


to the Flame, which would therefore ſpread it ſelf, 
and ſtill gather Strength in its Courſe, till, perhaps, 


there was nothing but a general Confuſion and 


Deſolation. | ol Wwe. 
But, on the other Hand, it is every Day ſeen, 
how much a patient and forbearing, but eſpecially, ' 


a kind and beneficent and generous Temper, tends 


to ſoften a hard, injurious Mind, and even make 
Barbarity it ſelf gentle and inoffenſive. It muſt be 
ſomething more than Human Wickedneſs, that 
can perſiſt in bearing hard upon ſuch a Temper. 


However, ſuch extraordinary Inftances of Villa- 


ny will always be within the Reach of the Civil 
Power, which was ordained on purpoſe to reſtrain 
them, where milder Methods are found inſufli- 


cient. | 


If from hence we proceed to conſider the other 
Improvements Chriſtianity has made to the ſocial 
Virtues, we ſhall ſee yet more Evidence of the ſteady 
Regard which is had to the preſent Peace and Wel- 


fare of Mankind. The Obligation to hwe one ano- 


ther may not indeed feem to have any Thing new 


and ſurprizing in it. But if we attend a little 


more carefully, we may preſently obſerve ſome 
ſach Additions and Improvements made to it, as 


were but little, if at all, apprehended, before the 


Goſpel was revealed. It has given us the beſt No- 
tion of this Virtue, the righteſt Account of the 
Grounds and Reaſons, and Extent of it, the trueft 


Meaſures to act by, and the beſt Motives to ſupport 


and encourage us. There ſeems to be ſomething 
very peculiar in the Cons in every one of theſe 
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Inftancey But I ſhall only,” in paſſing, obſerve, 
that as to the Nature of this Virtue, we are taught 
to look upon it, not as an idle latent Diſpoſition of 
the Mind, but as a Principle of vigorous Action, 
diſcovering it ſelf in all the moſt real Inſtances of _ 
Goodneſs and Beneficence. As the Love of God, 
in the Goſpel Notion of it, is obeying his Laws, ſo - 
the Love of our Neighbour is doing him good, as we 
have Ability and Opportunity. And the Meaſure 
the Goſpel has given us to judge and act by, in 
this Caſe, is, the Love we have for our ſelves. 
This is the Rule our Lord has expreſly given us; 
Thou ſhalt love thy Neighbour as thy ſelf. A Rule fo 
much the better, as it is plain to every Body, and 
cannot be miſunderſtood: All the Difficulty is in 
acting up to it. And, to ingage us hereto effectu- 
ally, whatever the Difficulty may be, our Lord 
aſſures us, he lays the greateſt Streſs upon it, and 
that unleſs we comply in this Inſtance, he can ne- 
ver look upon us, or treat us, as his Diſciples; and 
that he gives us this as the ſpecial Mark and 
Character by which his Followers ſhould diſtin- 
zuiſn themſelves, and be known from all the other 
Biliers and Secs of Mankind. ED: | 
But TI cannot omit dwelling a little longer upon 
that ſingular Rule our Lord has given us, for our 
Direction in all our Commerce and Intercourſe with 
one another. (a) Therefore whatſoever ye would that 
Men ſhould do unto you, do ye even fy unto them —— 
A Rule infinitely reaſonable and equal; Such a 
one as muſt approve it ſelf to our Conſciences, as 
ſoon as ever propoſed ; and with all, the moſt eaſi- 
ly applied to Practice that can poſſibly be. And, 
with ſuch Properties as theſe, no wonder it ſhould 
recommend it ſelf in ſuch a Manner as it did, to 
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one of the beſt Emperors that ever Rome had, ſo that 
he cauſed it to be engraved upon his Palace, to be 
read and practiſed by every Body that belonged to 
him. And, the Truth of it is, it deſerves to be 


written upon every publick Edifice and private 
Dwelling, till all Mankind be appriz'd of it, and 
learn to form their Conduct accordingly. And 


were but this one plain and eaſy Rule reduced 
univerſally to Practice, or but generally, we ſnould 
ſoon, indeed, feel the happy Effects of it; no 


Man can imagine how much, or to what Degree, 
the State of the World would be better'd by it; 


how eaſy, how pleaſant, the Condition of Man- 


kind would be, through all Ranks and Degrees, 


from the Higheſt down to the very Loweſt : It 
_ would be like a happy Star, ſhedding its benign In- 
fluences every where, in all Places, and upon all 


Perſons, equally and uniformly. It is a kind of 
Appeal to every Man's own Self, and we are put 
upon conſidering, how we could wiſh that other 


People ſhould carry towards us, ſuppoſing a 


Change of Circumſtances, that we had theirs and 
they ours. This is a right Way of taking us by 
that Handle, and making it ſubſerve an excellent 
Purpoſe, which yet is the common Means of warp- 


ing us to the meaneſt, the worſt of Practices. 
Every Man's Self-Love will infallibly teach him, 


whether in theſe or other Circumſtances, to be kind 
to himſelf in his Expectations from others. Let 
him but learn then to be equally kind to others, 
in the ſame. Circumſtances (which, in this Caſe, 
almoſt Self-Love it ſelf will diate to him, and he 


muſt comply with it, if he has-any Ingenuity) and 


then he comes up to this Precept ; and, in ſo do- 
ing, if our Lord may be credited, he fulfills the 
Lau and the Prophets. For as ſoon as our Lord 
has mentioned the Rule, he immediately ſubjoins, 
as a moſt powerful Recommendation of it, that 


D 2 | this 


— — — — — — 2 
. —— — — — 
— — 


Z 


r eee 


—— 


iy — . bn * 
— . — —— Eu 


— 


1 

; 

\ 

FY 

o 4. 

Th 

1 
fo 


1 


this ſingle Rule 1 and as it were, 1 


ſums up the Whole of our Duty. For this is the 
Lau and the Prophets. I proceed, Laſtly, ö; 


IV. To conſider the peculiar Streſs Chriſtianity 
has laid upon thoſe Duties that regard, more im- 
mediately, the Peace and Welfare of the World. 
Of this I have given ſeveral Hints under the fore- 
going Heads : But it may anſwer a very good Pur- 
poſe to be ſomewhat more dire& and particular 
here. | | | 
It has been already obſerved, That Purity in the 
Conduct of our ſelves, Goodneſs and Uſefulneſs, 
Diligence and Fidelity in our reſpective Stations, 
and according to the ſeveral Capacities and Talents 
it has pleaſed God to intruſt us with, are every 
where inſiſted upon in the Chriſtian Scheme, and 
as the peculiar Fruits which the pel was to 
produce in the World; and, that thoſe Practices 
are as ſteadily and ſtrictly prohibited, which tend 
to nothing but the unhinging Mankind, and making 
them uneaſy to themielves and others. All which 
deſerve our particular Notice. 25 
And, in conſidering our Lord's oun Beha- 
viour, it has been obſerved, how much he was en- 
gaged, how great a Share of his Time and Pains 
waz taken up in the Practice of theſe Duties; an 
particularly, that when any of them came into 
Competition with any poſitive Inftitutions, or any 
other kind of Duties, theſe were fet aſide for that 
Time, and the other always took Place. 
And it may be now further obſerved, this was 
his conſtant Behaviour, though he faw Numbers 
about him who would be ſcandalized at this Con- 
duct of his, and would not fail to cenſure him for 
it, as if he was an irreligious, prophane Man, and 
had mot a ſufficient Regard to the Law of God. 
Nay, it plainly appears our Lord was ready to lay 
5 5 . a - 
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hold on every ſuch Occaſion, and gladly took eve- 
1 ry Opportunity of that Kind, both by his Practice 
and Reaſoning, to convince the Jeu of their vile 
8 Hypocriſy, and groſs corrupting the Divine Law, 
7 perverting it from its original Deſign, which al- 
ways was to preſerve the Order, and promote the 
; Happineſs' of the World. Thus what he tells 
| them in a particular Inſtance, holds good in every 
; one, (a) The Sabbath was made for Man, and not 
| Man for the Sabbath; and, conſequently, that when 
at any Time ſuch a ftri& Obſervation of the Sab- 
bath as the Law particularly ſpecified, interfered 
with a Work of Charity and Goodneſs, or Neceſ- 
ſity, it was without Seruple to be omitted. — 5 
And this was again ſignified to them by another 
Expreſſion (before taken Notice of) and which 
had they look'd for it, they might have found in 
their own religious Books, I will have Mercy, and 
not Sacrifice. The Meaning of which is, That how- 
ever Sacrificing to God was their Duty, Goodneſs 
to Mankind was much more ſo; and that God 
would never have this or any other Kind of exter- 
nal Homage paid to himſelf, when, if performed, 
an Opportunity of ſhowing Mercy to an indigent 
Neighbour, or doing ny of real Good- 
neſs, and performing a Duty of natural Obliga- 
tion, muſt be ſet aſide and neglected. > FO 
| And, as was before obſerved, our Lord was ne- 
| ver more ſharp and ſevere in his Rebukes, than 
when he cenſures the Jews for their vile Hypocriſy, 
in making ſo much Stir about their poſitive and ritual 
Obſervances, and grofly neglecting Morality, which 
was of eternal and neceflary Qbligation, and there- 
fore could not be ſuperſeded or ſet aſide, upon any 
Occaſion or Pretence whatfoever. Thus, for their 
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piehing Mint, and Aniſe, and Cummin, and negledting 
the weightier Matters of the nr, Mercy, 


aud Fidelity, he denounces a againſt them; 
whereas, ſays our Lord, theſe Things ought to have 
been done in the firſt Place, for they are abſolutely. 
neceſſary; and the other, ſince it has pleaſed God 
to require them, muſt not be diſregarded. But 
fo miſerably had they perverted the Order of 
Things, that the Stream of their Opinions and Pra- 
Rices ran the contrary Way. Their Zeal was all 
ſpent upon their Sacrifices, and Waſhings, and Faſt- 
ings, and Prayers, and other ritual Obſervances. And, 
as if the Law had not furniſh'd them with a ſuffi- 
cient Number (though in the Opinion of all wiſe 
Mien, they were ſo numerous as to become an in- 
tolerable Burthen, which nothing but the peculiar 
Circumftances of that People could juſtify the Im- 
poſition of) they were for multiplying them, and 
actually did it, by their own Invention. And yet 
this was not done for their own Mortification, as 
at firſt Appearance it may ſeem to have been, or 
any Ways to improve and ſtrengthen the Authority 
of God over them, - and ſhew how intirely they 
could reſign up themfelves to it, let its Decrees be 
what they would, though never ſo numerous and 
operoſe ; but, as it plainly appears, with a villa- 
nous Deſign and Intention, either to ſet aſide the 
Regard of what was natural and neceſſary, as ha- 
ving no Time for ſuch Things; or directly to com- 
mute with God the one for the other. Our Lord 
(a) charges them with making void, or vacating the 
Obligation of, the Commandments of God, by their 
Traditions, and immediately mentions a remarkable 
Inftance of it; not as if this was the only Example of 
it, for he charges them afterwards with doing many 
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Things of the ſame Sort: Many ſuch like Things ye do. 
But the Inftance he particularly mentions is this: 
It was an expreſs Command of Moſes, that Children 
ſhould honour their Parents; yet though it was ſo 
expreſsly required, and in the Decalogue it ſelf, 
theſe Modellers of Religion had found out a Way 
to evade the Obligation of it, and by their Tradition 
taught Children to be ſo far from honouring their Pa- 
rents (which to be ſure muſt include ſupporting 
them as there was Occaſion, and they had Abili- 
ty) as, on the contrary, to treat them with Cru- 
elty and Inhumanity, and, which was worſt of all, 
covered with religious Pretences. For if -they 
made a Yow to God, with Reference to that Part 
of their Subſtance, which ſhould be given towards 
the Support of their indigent Parents (let the Vow 
be made upon any Provocation, in a Paſſion, or 
with Deſign meerly to defraud their Parents, or 
upon any Account or Occaſion whatſoever) they 
were inſtructed by the Jewiſh Teachers, that it 
was abſolutely unlawful for them to relieve their 
Parents at all, however preſſing and neceſſitous 
their Circumſtances might be. A Practice ſo vile 
as this, greatly deſerved the Cenſure our Lord 

paſſes upon 1t. : | 
But however vile ſuch Kind of Practices may 
ſeem to be, it is nothing more than may reaſon- 
ably be expected from all thoſe who are for ſepa - 
rating Religion from the Peace and Comfort of 
Mankind. Which our Lord was ſo far from doing, 
that he plainly makes the whole Streſs to lie here. 
And therefore when he ſpeaks of his own Coming, 
in the Concluſion of Things, to judge the World, 
we ſee the Thing to be inquired into, and upon 
which the future State of Perſons will be deter- 
mined, entirely relates to Works of Goodneſs and 
Mercy. But I ſhall chuſe to give you our Saviour's 

own Words, and the Meaning is ſo plain, _ 
$64 | Dee | 
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needs no Comment upon them. (a) Then ſball the 
King ſay unto them on his Right Hand, Come ye bleſſed 
me Mat; I was thirjty, and ye gave me Drink; I 
was a Stranger, and ye took me in; unked, aud ye clo- 
thed me; I was fick, and ye viſited me; I was in pri- 
fon, and ye came unto me For, in as much as ye 
have done it unto one of the leaft of theſe, ye have done 
| it auto me. Then. ſball he ſay unto them on the Left 
Hand, Depart from me, ye cnrſed——— For I was an 
bungred, and ye gave me no Meat; I was thirſty, and 
je gave me no Drink; I was a Stranger, and ye took me 
not in; naked, and ye clothed me not; fick, and in Pri- 
fon, and ye viſted me not. Fh, in as much as 
ze did it not to one of the leaſt of theſe, ye did it not to 
me. And Theſe ſhall go away into everlaſting Puniſb- 
ment, but the Righteons into Life eternal. 5 
That our Goodneſs or Unmercifulneſs ſnould 
thus be taken Notice of, at ſuch a Time, and in ſuch 
a Manner; that fo much Streſs ſhould be laid upon 
it, nay, the whole Streſs ; that this ſhould be men- 
tioned, and this oxy, of acquitting and rewarding 
ſome, and condemning and puniſhiag others ; and 
in ſuch a Manner ! It is a Thought that can never 
ſufficiently impreſs our Minds. : Es | 
And, if we enquire farther, we ſhall find, that 
when Religion is profeſſedly defined, and it is in- 
tended to give us a right Notion of it, and this 
in Oppoſition to thoſe falſe Conceptions which 
ſome People had formed of it, Goodneſs, Mercy, and 
Purity are the Things particularly ſpecified. Thus 
St. James tells ns, () That the Liſdom which is 
from above is firſt pure, then peaceable, gentle, eaſy to 
be entreated, full of Mercy and good Fruits, without Par- 
tiality, and without Hypocriſy ; and that the Fruit of 
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Righteonſneſs is ſown in Peace, of them that mabe Pente: 
But ſtill more expreſsly, (a) That pure Religion and 
andefiled, before God and the Father is this, To viſit the 
Fatherleſs and Widows in their Affliction, and to keep 
himſelf unſpotted from the World, 
The more we reflect on ſuch Paſſages as theſe, 
the more fully they convince us, that the great 
Streſs of Religion lies in the Practice of Temperance, 
and umverſal Goodneſs and Charity; than which 
Virtnes nothing can more effectually ſecure the 
Peace and Happineſs of Mankind. FDA 
And here I cannot but reflect alſo, that even un- 
der the Old Teftament Diſpenſation, when Reli- 
gion was ſo much burdened with poſitive ritual Ap- 
— yet there was ſuch Care taken from 
Time to Time, to hinder People from miſtaking 
the one for the other, that one can hardly ima- 
ine how there could have been more. Thus the 
— were told, that if inſtead of amuſing them- 
ſelves to no Purpoſe, with Faſts, and Sacrifices, and 
Ritual Services, they would honeſtly ſet about 4 
Reformation of their Immoral Practices, if they 
would looſe (b) the Bands of Wickedneſs, undo the 
heavy Burdens, and let the Oppreſſed go free, and break 
every Toke : If they would deal their Bread to the hun- 
„and bring the Poor that were caſt out to their Houſe + 
when they ſee the Naked, they would cover him, and not 
_ cruelly hide themſelves from their own Fleſh ; that then 
their Light ſhould break forth as the Morning, and their 
Health ſhould ſpring forth ſpeedily; their Righteonſneſs 
ſhould go before them, and the Glory of the Lord ſhould be 
their Rereward, Full to the ſame Purpoſe is what 
they are told by the Prophet Micah, Chap. vi. 8. He 
hath ſhewed thee, O Man, what is good, and what doth 
_ the Lord require of thee, but to do juſtly, to love Mercy, 
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aud to walk humbly with thy God ? This Paſlage is 
clear enough of it ſelf, but the Evidence it brings 
will be much more forcible, if we conſider its Con- 
nexion with what goes before. At the Beginning 
of the Chapter we are told, God had a Controver- 
ſy with his People: And the Caſe was ſo clear, that 
the very inanimate Parts of the Creation are called 
upon to judge between them, ver. 1, 2. Nay, we 
find the Caſe is referr'd even to themſelves, to de- 
termine whether they had carried it as they ought 
to have done, ver. 3-—5. Now what was that fla- 
grant Wickedneſs they had been guilty of, and 
which ſhould be the Ground of this Complaint and 
Controverſy ? If we look into the ſeveral Parts of 
this Prophecy, we ſhall find that Oppreſſion, Injuſtice, 
and Cruelty, were the great Sins charged upon this 
People (a). And as theſe were the notorious Sins 
of that People, the next Queſtion is, How: the 
Guilt of ſuch Wickedneſs might be expiated, and 
they reſtored again to the Favour and Acceptance 
of God? And becauſe they ſeem plainly to have 
had a very abſurd Notion, as if the Force of their 
Sacrifices would be ſufficient for it, a Perſon is 
therefore introduced here, making this Inqui- 
ry, ver. 6, 7. Wherewith ſhall I come before the Lord, 
and bow my ſelf” before the high God? Shall I come be- 
fore him with Burnt-Offerings, with Calves of a Tear 
old? Will the Lord be pleaſed with thouſands of Rams, 
or with ten thouſands of Rivers of Oyl ? Shall I give 
my Firſt-born for my Tranſgreſſion, the Fruit of my Bo- 
dy for the Sin of my Soul? And then it is immediate- 
ly added, He hath ſhewed thee,, O Man, what is good; 
and what doth the Lord require of thee, but to do juſt- 
ly, to love Mercy, and to walk humbly with thy God? 
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So that the Meaning is plainly this, You have 
been ſo and ſo guilty ; tis in vain to think of 
© expiating that Guilt by the Multitude of your 
* Sacrifices and Oblations : What God requires 
Hof you is, to turn from your Sins by a ſpeedy 
© Repentance and Reformation, and ſo from hencs 
„forward to do Juſtice, to love Mercy; and this 
= from an humble Reverence of God, and Regard 
* to his Authority.” And the Reproofs which 
they had from the Prophets, were in no Inſtance 
and at no Time fo ſevere, as when they were rea 
buked for placing all their Religion in the poſitive 
Inftitutions of the Law, but groſsly failing in their 
Morals, where yet no Negle& could any Ways be 
excuſed or atoned for. And while they allowed 
themſelves herein, they are told, they might if 
they pleaſed go on with their Sacrifices and Obla- 
tions, their Prayers and Faſts, and every Thing of 
that Kind; but to what Purpoſe ? Their Services 
would be ſo far from being acceptable, that no- 
thing could be more hateful. F they (a) killed an 
Ox, it would be as if they flew a Man : If they ſa- 
crificed a Lamb, as if they had cut off a Dog's Neck? 
If they offered an Oblation, as if they had offered 
Swine's Blood: And if they offered Incenſe, it would 
be no better than if they had bleſſed an Idol. I will 
inſtance no more than one of theſe Reproofs, but it 
ſhall be fo full, fo clear, and direct to this Pur- 
poſe, that any Man muſt ſee the Force of it, who 
does not willfully ſhut his Eyes. And to make it 
ſo much the more expreſſive, and worthy of No- 
tice, it is delivered in the Perſon of God him- 
ſelf. . () To what Purpoſe is the Multitude of your Sa- 
crifices unto me? Saith the Lord : I am full of the 
| Burnt-Offerings of Rams, and the Fat of fed Beafts : 
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and I delight not in the Blood of Bullocks, or of Lambs; 
or of He-Goats. When ye come to appear before me, who 
hath required this at your Hand, to tread my Courts? 
Bring uo more vain Oblations, Incenſe is an Abomi na- 
tion unto me; the New Moons and Sabbaths, the calling 
| of Aſſemblies I cannot away with : I is Iniquity, even 
the ſolemn Meeting. Your New Moons and your appoint= 
ad Feaſts my Soul. bateth ; they are @ Trouble to me, J 


am weary to bear them, And when ye ſpread forth 


your Handi, 1will hide mine Eyes from you ; yea, when 
ye make many Prayers, I will not hear. The Reaſon 
of all this is immediately added, Dur Hands are full 
of Bload. The Meaning of which is, they had groſs- 
ly neglected what was yet indiſpenſably neceſſary; 
— Inſtance of Juſtice, Goodneſs, and Mercy. 
And therefore they are immediately told, what 
was. abſolutely reguir'd of them, if they would 
have any Place in the Favour of God, or be any 
Ways regarded in their other Services ; they muſt 
| heartily repent of this their groſs Miſtake, and 
intirely reform it. Waſh you, make you clean, put 
away the Evil of your Doings from before my Eyes, ceaſe 
to do evil, learn to do well, ſeck Judgment, relieve the 
Opprefſed, judge the Fatherleſs, aud plead for the Wi- 


nanced in their prepoſterous Method 0 preferin 9 


Rituals to Morals, eyen under that Diſpenſation, 


which yet abounded ſo much with them; and when 

they were in their full Force. 4 Seb 
But how much more intolerable muſt the like 
Method be among. Chriſtians, when our Lord has 


ſo far retrenched theſe poſitive Inftitutions, that 


he has hardly left us any of them? And if the 
ihres or four we now have, ſhall be ſo > ad abu- 
ſed, as to exclude, or make us any Ways careleſs 


about the Practice of theſe higher Duties, which 
are good in themſelves, always were, and will * 
Ae 5 : e | 5 o, 


N 
ſo, and which conſpire to promote the Intereſt, 
the Peace and Welfare and Happineſs of Mankind 3 
it cannot he, becauſe we want either ſufficient 
Light, or ſufficient Motives, to a contrary Behavi- 
our, but muſt be owing-to ſomething very baſe, 
and equally villainous at the Bottom, Which, if 
it wants Detection (as, methinks, it wants it very 
little, becauſe it does not lie ſo remote from the 
Surface and the Light, but a moderate Eye may 
diſcover the Ground of it) it will, among the 
other Works of Darkneſs, be abundantly diſplayed, 
when the Great Judge ſhall come to open the Se- 
erets of all ur Hear es. neno bt 
I hope, however, I ſhall be thought by all the 
Unprejudiced, to have fully proved the Truth of 
the Propoſition adyanced at the Head of this Diſ- 
courſe, and it will be acknowledged, That the pre- 
ſent Welfare aud Happineſs of Mankind was the imme 
diate Deſign of our Lord's Coming into the World; or 
the Intention of Chriſtianity. " 130 | 
But having thus largely conſidered the Nature 
and Deſign of the Chriſtian Inftitution, from the Ac- 
count that is given us of it in the only authentick 
Writings, which have convey'd it down to us, I 
think my ſelf at liberty, and believe it may be of 
ſome Service to enlarge the Proſpect, and conſider, 
Whether in the Nature of Things, there can be 
any other Meaning or Deſign in any Religion 
whatſoever? or, Whether Almighty God, in gi- 
ving us any Rules for the Conduct of our Selves, 
muſt not have had the moſt particular Regard to 
the Welfare and Happineſs of Mankind ? And 
then we ſhall ſee 4 priori, that this muſt be the 
Defign of the Chriſtian Inſtitution, if it came from 
to 5 


Let us then conſider this Matter a little more at 
tentively. | 


2 : 2 . : % 7 
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This World of ours we fee repleniſſied with a 
Number of Reaſonable Beings, who are capable of 
conſidering how they came hither ; for what Purpo- 
ſes they were formed and placed here; have a 
quick Senſe of Pain, and an intenſe Deſire of Hap- 
pineſs, and are capable of attending to the Occaſi- 
ons of the one, and the Means of the other, or the 


Cauſes of both. Since they were form'd by a ſu- 


perior Being, of infinite Wiſdom and Goodneſs, it 


muſt be concluded, he has formed and placed them 


in fuch a State, both with a wife and kind Deſign. 
What this Deſign muſt be, will appear from con- 
fidering the Nature of Things, or the particular 


Nature he has given to Men. Men therefore look- 


ing inward, and finding a natural Abhorrence of 


Pain, and a natural, irreſiſtible Deſire of Happt- 
nefs, muſt conclude, That the Author of their Be- 

ings intended they ſhould carefully guard againſt 
the one, and endeavour to procure the other; and 


_ conſequently, that ſince ſome Actions neceſſarily 


*. Pain, and other Actions produce Comfort and 


Happineſs in ſome Degree or other; the one Sort 
are prohibited, and the other injoined upon them. 
And then it muſt be further conſidered, that ſince 

an All-wiſe and Good Being has formed and placed 
upon this Earth, a Number of Beings not inde- 
pendent, or ſo remotely ſituated from one another, 
that they have no mutual Relation or Intereſt, but 
ſo diſpoſed of, that their Intereſts are perfectly 
inter woven with each other, and the Happineſs 


of all will infallibly improve the Happineſs of every 


one, and no one can be Happy without the reſt ; it 
will therefore be reaſonable to conclude, the Au- 
thor of Human Nature intended the publick 
Quiet and Happineſs ſhould be principally conſul- 


ted and laboured after. And conſequently, that 


no Action ſhould be allow'd of by any one Man, 
which, whatever Pleaſure he in particular might 


reap 
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reap from it, would any ways prejudice the com} 
mon Good: That thus every Man, in his proper 
Place and Station, ſhould improve every Power 
God has given him for his own Comfort, in Con- 
junction with the common Peace and Welfare of 
thoſe about him, and as carefully avoid every In- 
ſtance of Practice that has a contrary Tendency. 
And yet further it may be concluded, that ſince 
the Nature of Things has thus manifeſtly led us 
into ſuch a particular Courſe of Action, and di- 
rected us to avoid the contrary, if preſent Happi- 
neſs or Miſery will not be ſufficient Inducements to 
a ſteady Compliance, that the Author of this Syſtem 
will take care, as he has infinite Means in his Pow= 
er, to reward or puniſh us in an extraordinary Way. 
And it will be ſo much the more neceſſary to look- 
for ſuch an Interpoſition, becauſe otherwiſe parti- 
cular Perſons may be the greateſt Sufferers, even 
in ſuch a Courſe of Action, as naturally would 
tend to their own Happineſs, and that of every 
Body about them, merely through the Negligence 

and Wilfulneſs of others. | 5 
If it be ſaid, that in this Account of Things, the 
Honour and Service of God is too much forgot, 
and that in this way Mankind were not made for 
God, but for themſelves; the Anſwer ſeems very 
plain and eaſy; Man was undoubtedly form'd for 
the Honour and Service of his Maker, and in ſer- 
ving himſelf and his Generation according to the 
Rules of Temperance, Juſtice, Goodneſs and 
| Mercy; in ſeeking his own Intereft and Welfare 
in this manner, in Conjun&ion with the Comfort 
and Happineſs of thoſe about him, according to 
the beſt of his Ability, and the Opportunities he 
has, he does moſt effectually, and in the higheſt 
Degree, honour and ſerve the Author of his Be- 
ing. And that, when we ſpeak of the Honour 
and Glory of God, nothing elſe can be * 
N but 


; © 
bur the forming our Conduct agreeably to theſe 


Rules, us being plainly faniſed, in the Nature of 
Things, to be the Rules by which the Author of our Beitts - 


u have us to behave bur ſetves, muſt be certain, 


becauſe there can be no other Notion of it. When 
it Is ſaid; that a Man muſt conduct himſelf fo and 
o, that God may be glorified, let any one try if he 
ean fix any other Meaning to the Word than this, 
that it may be obſerved by others, what good Ef- 
Feats the Government of God produces in the 
World, and they may be wrought upon alſo, to ac- 
knowledge and ſubmit to the fame Authority, and 
fo the common Happineſs will be fill more pro- 
moted thereby? If it be good that God ſhould be 
_ glorified, as it certainly is, yet for whom is it ſo? | 
Not for God; his Happineſs is the ſame; and com- 
plete, let Men behave themſelves as they will : But 
it is good, really fo, for Mankind, that they 
fhonld ſee and acknowledge the happy Fruits which 
the wiſe Government of God has, and continues 
to produce in the World, where-ever it is heartily 
ſubmitted to. There is ſo far from being any 
Thing ſingular in this Notion of the Divine Glory, 
that it is the very Notion which the Scriptures, 
and eſpecially the Goſpel-Writings, have given us 
of it. Nothing can be plainer than-thoſe Words of 
our Savionr, (a) Let your Light ſo ſhine before Men, that 
they may ſee your good Works, and glorify your Father, 
which is in Heaven Or, thoſe of St. Peter, (b) As 
every Man hath received the Gift, even ſo miniſter the 
fame, as good Stewards - the manifold Grace of God 
at God in all Things may be glorified through 
Jeſus Chriſt, The Meaning of which is plainly - 
this, That the World obſerving how much - the 
Chriſtian Inſtitution improves thoſe that heartily 


(a) Mar. v. 16. | (5) I Pet. Iv. 10, IIs . 
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ſubmit to it, making them much more diligent and 
ood, and uſeful in their reſpective Stations; may 
be prevailed with to acknowledge, and ſubmit 


| themſelves to the ſame Authority. So that you ſee, 


the Divine Glory it ſelf, whenever it is thus ſpoken 
of, as the ultimate End of. all our Actions, has a 
ſtrict Reference to the Intereſt and Welfare of 
Mankind, and cannot. be otherwiſe underſtood. 
And this is the Reaſon, why, in Diſtinction from 


the Eſential 2 of God (which is nothing elſe 
but the Sum or Re 
dered together) it is called his External or Relative 


ſult of all his Perfections conſi- 
Glory. 


And, that the Account above iven of Natural 


Religion, ſo far as the Reaſon of Things leads us 


into it, is juſt, may be pretty much confirmed, if it 
needs it, from the Example of Job, who does not 


appear to have had any other Light for his Guide, 
but that of Nature ; except what he might receive 
by Tradition. And what his Religion was, which 
was ſo much approved by God, and which was 


capable of giving him ſo much Support under that 


heavy Load of Sufferings which he endured, will 


appear from his own Account of it. E 


There is, methinks, ſomething fo great, and 
withal ſo amiable, in that noble Appeal of his to 
his own Integrity, or the Declaration of his own 
Innocence, that it will greatly deſerve to be repeat=- 
ed at large. (a) Let me, ſays he, be weighed in an 
even Balance, that God may know my Integrity :. If 4 
have walked with Vanity, or if my Foot hath haſted to 


Dieceit: If my Step hath turned out of the Way, and my 
Heart walked after my Eyes, and if any Blot hath 
cleaved to my Hands : If my Heart have been deceived 

by a Woman, or if I have laid wait at my Neighbour's 


—— 6 


1 — 


a (s) Job xxxi. 5==39. = 8 
E Z Door: 


Door 5 I} 1 did deſpiſe the Cauſe of my Mas- Servant, o 
of my Maid-Servant, when they contended with me. If I 
Sate with-held the Poor from their Defire, or have cau- 
| fed the Eyes of the Widow to fail: Or have eaten my 
ſelf alone, the Fatherleſs hath not eaten thereof: If 
T have ſeen any periſh for want of Clothing, or any Poor 
without Covering : If his Loins have not bleſſed me, and 
sf he were not warmed with the Fleece of my Sheep : If 1 
have lift up my Hand againſt the Fatherleſs, when I ſaw 
wy Help in the Gate If I have made Gold my Hope, or 
ſaid to the fine Gold, Thou art my Confidence ; if Tre- 
 Joiced, becauſe my Wealth was great, and becauſe my 
Hand had gotten much; if Irejoiced at the Deſtruction of 
him that hated me, or lift up ſelf, when Evil found 
him: The Stranger did not lodge in the Streets, but I 
opened my Doors to the Traveller: If my Land cry againſt 
me, or that the Furrows thereof complain. 75 I have 
eaten the Fruits thereof without Money, or cauſed the 
Owners thereof to loſe their Life — Neither could 
Job himſelf, ay one elſe, accuſe him of act- 
Ing in any of theſe Inftances, otherwiſe than as be- 
came an honeſt, upright Man; and therefore he 
enjoyed a Calm in his own Breaft, when all was 
painful and afflictive without him. E 
This was Job's Religion; the Religion which 
the Nature and Reaſon of Things taught him: He 
knew, as well as any one, (a) his Goodneſs could 
not extend to God : That his Righteouſneſs could be no 
Addition to him, nor his Wickedneſs any Diminu- 
tion; that his Wickedneſs could only hurt ſuch a one 
as himſelf, and his Righteouſneſs only profit the Sou of 
Man: And therefore you ſee, he made his Religi- 
on, as he ought to do, conſiſt of Purity, Juftice, 


Goodneſs and Mercy. 


(6) Plal. i 2. Job zii. 3. ch. 35. 6—8. 
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1 Cor. vii. 29 — 30. 
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To conclude therefore, whatever Revelation 
comes from God, will be ſo far from contradicting 
the great End of Natural Religion, that it will fall 
in with it, illuſtrate, confirm and improve it. This 
Chriſtianity does, in a manner, beyond all that 
could be deviſed by Men, or hoped for. 


I proceed now to make ſome Reflexions on this 
Diſcourſe. | | 


1. We may learn hence, what to think of thoſe 


Notions of Religion, which, under pretence of ab- 


ſtracting us from the World, would teach us to 
withdraw our ſelves from the proper Buſineſs and 
Concerns of Life. Some People, who yet ſhould 


| Know better, are perpetually talking of Chriſtiani- 


ty at ſuch a Rare, as if it was intended for nothing 


more directly, than to make us careleſs, and con- 


ſequently good for nothing, with reference to the 
Concerns and Affairs of the preſent World. They 
tell us, the moſt immediate and manifeſt Deſign of 
the Goſpel, is to draw off our Hearts and cti- 
ons from this World, and engage us in the Purſuit 


of a better. And they ground their Notions upon 
ſuch Paſſages as theſe : (a) Lay not up for your ſebves 


Treaſures on Earth, — but lay up for your ſelves Trea- 


ſures in Heaven — No Man can ſerve two Maſters — - 


Ye cannot ſerve God and Mammon. What our Lord 


ſays to Martha, Thou art troubled about many Things : 


But one Thing is needful —— And what he tells us, 
of forſaking Father and Mother — and leaving all to 
follow him. Be not conformed to this World == Þ 
remaineth, that both they that have Wives, be as though 


they had none; and they that weep, as though they wept 


— 


— _— —_— 


(a) Mat. vi. 19, 20, 24. Luke x. 10, 41, 41. Rom. ii. 2. | 
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int ; and they that rejoice, as though they rejoiced not; | 


An they that buy, as though they poſſeſſed not — Rica: 


(a) Seck thoſe Things that are above —— Set your Aﬀe- 


ions on Things above, and not on Things on the Earth, © 
Love not the World, nor the Things of the World —— 


With many more of the ſame Kind. But they do 
not conſider two plain Truths, which would eaſily 
ſer them right in their Apprehenſions of this Mat- 


Ter, viz, | 


Firft, That ſeveral of this ſort of Paſſages 


were only accommodated to the particular Circum- 


 Rances of Chriftians at that Time, and which were 
eculiar to them. Thus, they were in a ſuffering 


tate on account of their Profeſſion, and were con- 


tinually liable to be ftripp'd of every Comfort of 
Life, and even Life it ſelf, by thoſe who hated the 


Goſpel, and would do every 'Thing in their Power 


to ſtop the Progreſs of it. It was but neceſlary, if 

Chriſtianity muſt prevail over the Oppoſition it was 
to meet with, and fix it ſelf in the World, that the 
firſt Profeſſors of it ſhould ſubmit to the ſeveral ex- 


traordinary Trials that ſhould fall in their way. 


And the greater their Reſolution and Courage was 


in bearing ſuch Exerciſes as theſe, the more joy fully 
they could tate the Spoiling of their Goods, The 
eater Contempt of the World, and even of Life 


It ſelf, they could diſcover in their Circumſtances, 
ſo much the greater Credit they would do the Gof- _ 


pel, and thereby take the moſt effe&ual Way in 
their Power to recommend Chriſtianity to the 
World: Which wou'd be the greateſt Service they 


could poſſibly do Mankind; whoſe Intereſt and 


Happineſs Chriſtianity was intended to ſecure in a 


much more extenſive and effectual Manner than 


ever was known before. 
(.] Col. iii. 1, 2. 1 John ii. 15, 16. 
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There was another Thing peculiar to the firſt 
Chriſtians, who were Jews, and reſided in Judea: 
It was foretold by our Lord, that in a few Years 
the Romans would come, and utterly deſtroy their 
Country, and ſcatter the Inhabitants into remote 
Parts of the World. This Circumſtance muſt ex 
treamly fink the Value of the Eſtates and Poſſeſſions 


hey had in that Country, and make it abundantly _ 


lefs difficult to agen with them a few Years before- 
hand, for a wiſe and good End. © ! 

Theſe Obſervations will reach many of the Paſ- 

ſages uſually cited upon this Occaſion, and clearly 
 ſhew that they have no Relation at all to Chriſtians, 
in the ordinary State of Things. They ſhew Chri- 
ſtians, indeed, how to act in extraordinary Caſes ; 
but at other Times, and in other Circumſtances, 
are no Direction at all. 3 
And the other Obſervation, which will clear up 
all the remaining Texts, is, That however the 
Manner of Expreſſion may be, they were really 
intended only to prohibit ſuch a Manner of being 


employed about the World, and the Affairs of it, 


as is exceſſive. And it 1s obſervable, that in ma- 
ny of them, this Exceſs is particularly ſpeciſied: 
And for that Reaſon, as well as others, it ought 
to be underſtood by us, in thoſe Places where it is 
not expreſsly mentioned. Thus when the Apoſtle 
adviſes the Coriuthians to behave with ſuch a ſeem- 
ingly abſolute Indifference with Relation to the 
Concerns of the preſent Life, I remaineth then that 
they who have Wives, be as though they had none ; they 
that weep, as though they wept not ; they that rejoyce, as 
though they rejoyced not; they that buy, as though they poſ- 
ſeſſed not; he immediately adds, that his Senſe might 
not be miſunderſtood, ſo »/ing the World, as not abu- 
fing it. By which he plainly tells them, he would 
be only underſtood of an Exceſs in aſing the World. 
Now over-doing is undoing : They that can run 
8 | into 
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| Into an Exceſs, either in their Love of the preſent 
World, or-in their Endeavours after the Things 
of it, or ſuffer themſelves to be ingulphed in 
the Enjoyments and Pleaſures of it, are ſo far 
from ſerving themſelves, and promoting their own 
Intereſt, in Cenjuncion with the Welfare of thoſe 


about them, that they really ſerve neither, in ſo 


fight and effectual a Manner as they might ſerve 
both ; and, not very ſeldom, are the greateft 
Plagues both to themſelves and every Body elſe. 


Soc again, when the Apoſtle tells us, that we 
mult not love the World, nor the Things of it, he pre- 


ſently explains himſelf, and tells us, he is to be 
underſtood, of the Luſt of the Fleſh, the Luſt of the 


Eyes, and the Pride of Life, that is, of the Exceſles 


= and Vices of the World. . 
And as to the other Paſſages, where there are 


not ſuch direct Explications or Reſtrictions, yet 


the proper Meaning and Deſign of them may al- 


ways be come at, either by conſidering the Scope 
of the Places, or attending to the Manner of Ex- 
preffion, eſpecially in the Original, or elſe by com- 


paring them with parallel Texts: And it will al- 
ways be found, they are to be underſtood with ſuch 


Limitations, as are perfectly conſiſtent with pur- 


ſuing our own preſent Welfare, in Conjun&ion | 
with that of every Body about as, and were in- 
deed only intended ſo much the more effectually to 


But if they will perſiſt in denying, that Religion 
is at all what it has been repreſented to be in this 


ſecure that great and good End. 


\ Diſcourſe, it will be neceſſary for them to tell us, 
ry and directly what it is. And if they will, 
I ſup 


as poſe they muſt, place the Eſſence of it in 


what they call more ſublime and ſpiritual Services, 


ſuch as Prayer to God, Hearing his Word, Read- 
ing it, Devout Meditations, Receiving the Communion, 
@c. It may with infinite Reaſon be deſired of 


them, 
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Notion of theirs : Whether the Goſpel-Writings 
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them, to ſay upon what Foundation they build this 


have 2p given them any Countenance in it? 
What Paſla 

Or, Whether whenever any of theſe or ſuch like 
Things are mentioned and injoined, it is not al- 
ways with a View to ſomething further ; and theſe 
Duties are only ſpoke of as ſo many Means and 
Helps to that univerſal Purity, Goodneſs, and 
Mercy, which have been repreſented as the great 


Buſineſs and Deſign of Religion ? Or, Is not the 


Thing ſufficiently plain of it ſelf? For if we pray 


to God, can it be meerly for the Sake of doing ſo? 


If we pray for this or the orher Bleſſing, though 
never ſo ſpiritual an one, for Inſtance, the Forgive- 
neſs of our Sins, and Grace to behave better for 


the future ; 1s not this to ſay plainly, that Prayer 
is of no Uſe, but as it is a Means to a good Life? 
If we praiſe God for his Mercies, is it not for his 


giving us a Capacity of living more uſefully, asto_ 


our ſelves and others? If we hear, and read, and 


contemplate, is not this for the Improvement of 
our Minds, in Order to a better Regulation of 
our Conduct? Can that conſiſt in hearing, reading, 


and contemplating over again ? If we receive the 
Communion frequently, is that all that is required? 


Or, is not this intended to remind us from Time 
to Time, in the moſt ſenſible Manner, of the Ob- 
ligations, we are under, as Chriſtians, to live as 


becomes ſuch, and, particularly, to love and ſerve 
our Fellou-Chriſtians, according to the beſt of our 


Capacity ? — 0 
| Theſe Things are ſo glaringly evident, that no- 
thing but Wilfullneſs, or the moſt iriveterate Pre- 


judice, can hinder any one from ſeeing them. 


herefore for a Man to lay the greateſt Streſs 


upon ſuch Duties, and ſpend all his Spirits and 


Strength upon them, is juſt as unreaſonable, as it 
; | - would 


ges they will bring for this Furpoſe? | 


[48] 


W be in a Mower to conſume all his Time in 
whetting his Scythe. And to fay, a Man is reli- 
gious becauſe he does ſo, is juſt the ſame Thing as 
if it ſhould be ſaid, ſuch an one is an excellent 
Artificer, becauſe he has a great Number of the 
beft Inſtruments about him, and is ever handling 
one or another of them, but never yet produced 
one good Piece of Workmanſhip. This is a moſt 
exactly parallel Caſe; and if every Body can pre- 
ſently ſee an Abſurdity in the one, it will be ſtrange 
| if they do not acknowledge it in the other. | 
If this abſurd Notion of Religion was not very 
common, and the Conſequences of it extreamly 
bad and frequent, it would not be worth while to 
fay ſo much againſt it. But, indeed, it is become 
a prevailing Notion, and to ſuch a Degree, as to 
reach our common Diſcourſe : And nothing is 
more frequent, in ordinary Converſation, than to 
diſtinguiſh between Religious and Moral Duties; 
and when we ſpeak of a Religious Man, to mean 
one extremely given to Acts of Devotion, who 
prays and contemplates, hears and reads a grea 
deal, and ſeems ſo entirely abſtracted from the 
preſent World, as to have no Relation at all to 
It would be endleſs to take particular Notice 
of all the miſerable Conſequences of this Manner 
of thinking and ſpeaking of Religion: But ſome 
2 r are ſo very = they muſt not be paſ- 
* that are got into this wrong Way, are 
naturally led by Degrees to deſpiſe Morality. At 


their firſt ſetting out they forget the Regards due 
to it, and have no Notion of its being the very Eſ- 
ſence of Religion, to which every Thing elſe con- 
_ duces : Or if there be at any Time a Competition, 
muft give Place. This they are ſo far from remem- 
bring, or having any longer a Notion of, that they 
* 5 „( 7 
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quite invert the Order of Things, and reduce 
Morality to the loweſt Place. Then it is but taking 
one Step more, and preſently it is loſt out of the 
Account, and muſt no longer be conſidered as a 
Part of Chriſtianity. It may ſtill be reckoned a 
good Thing, perhaps, and what ought to have ſome 
Na paid to it ; but a Chriſtian has ſomething to 
mind that is much more ſublime and more neceſſary. 
It was well enough for a Heather to ſpend his Time 
in confidering it, and diſcourſing upon it, and 
worth while 2 another Heathen to hear him com- 
menting upon it ; but not ſo for a Chriſtian : Nei- 
ther of theſe Employments would very well become 
him, when he has much nobler Subjects to ſpend 
his Time upon. A Meditation, or a Diſcourſe 
upon this or the other Virtue, is extreamly dry, 
and very little to the Purpoſe of a Chriſtian. And 


as there is but a Hair 's Breadth between the loweſt 


Place in their Eſteem, and the firſt in their Con- 
tempt, Virtue which has been once removed from 
its right Place already, is eaſily made to ſhift 
again ; and ſo thoſe, who a while ago did but juſt 
think well of it, are eaſily brought to treat it with 
This is very far from being a romantick Specu- 
lation; it is really a Picture taken from the Life, 
and no Body can be at much Pains to find a real 

Likeneſs, that is at all acquainted with the World. 
It is become almoſt a Term of Reproach to call 
a Perſon a Moral Man. The Expreſſion is hardly 
ever uſed in any other Way, but. ſuch an one as 

would naturally tend to make People aſhamed of 
the Character with Reference to themſelves, and 
ſuſpe& it at leaſt, if not abhor it, when given to 
others. What is more common, than to hear it 
acknowledged of a Man, he has Morality, when he 
is going to be accuſed as having no Religion, or ha- 
ving loſt it? 3 ae ln 

lik "> © Bur 


ä 
"ay this, though bad enough, is not the work 
of it. | 


Juſt in Proportion as People's Apprehenſions = | 
che Value of Moraliry fall, their Apprehenſions of 
the Harmleſſneſs of Immorality are commonly ſeen. 


to riſe. Nor can any Thing elſe be naturally ex- 
pected. And, indeed, the one would be right 
enough, if the other were but ſo; for if Morali- 
ty be good for nothing, Immorality cannot be ve- 


ry bad: And having once weakened their Dread 


of Vice, they are much more liable to the Force 


of Temptations, which are too too frequently ſeen 


to have their Effect upon them. Nor is it at all 
uncommon to ſee this Sort of People allowing them- 
ſelves in ſuch Practices, as their Moral Man, how- 


ever deſpiſed by them, would abhor the very 


Thoughts of. The obſerving of which has made 
ſome in the Way of Irony to ſay, a Man might be 


very Religious, and very Wicked at the ſame Time. 
However, this is true in Fact, and has been ob- 


ſerved in all Ages, That an over-regard to the Ri- 
tual, or, if it be liked better, the + "<0 Parts 


of Religion, is ordinarily attended with a Neglect 


of the Moral. Thus it was notoriouſly with the 

Jewiſh People, through every Age, and until they 
and their Country were entirely ruined, as has 
been obſerved already. They would ſacrifice end- 


leſsly, faſt and pray, keep the Sabbath moſt ſtrict- 


ly, oblerve their Times and Seaſons for any cere- 
monious Kind of Service punctually: And, as if 
they had not Inſtitutions enough of this Kind by 
the Hand of Moſes, make a good many, purely out 
of their own Invention: And what was the Con- 


ſequence ? Their Heads fo ran on theſe Things, 


their Thoughts were ſo entirely engroſſed by them, 
their Time and Endeavours ſo much confined to 


was expected of them, or had loſt their Notion of 
. } | Virtue, 


them, that they either had forgot that any Thing elſe 
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Virtue, or had no Strength and Leiſure for the 
Practice of it; and therefore they are taxed, as 
haas been ſeen, as in other Inftances, fo particu- 
larly with the groſs Neglect of all the Regards of 
Juſtice, Goodneſs, and Mercy; and this by the 
Mouth of God himſelf, with the utmoſt Severity 
and Indignation. They are even told, that their 
Prayers and Faſts, their Sacrifices, Sabbaths, and 
Solemn Aſſemblies, were ſo far from being ac- 
ceptable, that they were, upon this Account into- 
lerably vile and deteftable. 5 
And yet a great many have not been deterred 
from following this wretched Example in all A- 


ges, down to the preſent Time; and this notwith- 


ſtanding that the Goſpel-Inſtitution was directly 
intended, and principally, to correct this, of all 
others the moſt dangerous Extream. | 
Nor is it at all ftrange, that People in Conſe- 
quence of ſuch falſe Conceptions of Religion, 
ſhould be ſeen retiring themſelves from the World, 
and behaving as though they had no Relation to 
it. Sounder Pretence of giving themſelves up to 
Devotion and religious Exerciſes, they deſert the 
Poſt in which the Providence of God had fixed 
them, and in a Manner renounce ail their Rela- 
tive Duties. The World has ſeen to what an Ex- 
travagance this Humour has been carried by De- 
grees, and how exceſſively bad and miſerable the 
Effects of it have been. What elſe but this was 
the original Occaſion, and has been all along the 
Support of the Monaſteries and Religious Houſes, 
as they are called, among the Papiſts? Which, 
to ſpeak moderately, are only filld with lazy, 
good-for-nothing People, who have entirely cut 
themſelves off from a Poſſibility of being any Ways 
uſeful and ſerviceable to any Body. If this was 
Religion, ſure it would be fitting every Bod 
ſhould know it, and ſyit — accordingly : 
G 2 | 15 
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Or, if it be only a tranſcendent Degree of Reli- 
gion, it would be ſtill proper that every Body 
mould endeavour after it; that is, that every Bo- 
dy ſnould ſtrive to be of no Uſe, no Service in the 
World, and the more they were ſo, ſo much the 
more Spiritual and Religious they muſt be ſuppoſed 
to be. Could but theſe Religious live ſpiritually, or 
without Meat, and Drink, and Clothes, have their 
Houſes built, and their Apartments furniſh'd 
without Hands, it would not be quite ſo inſuffer- 
able. But for them to be accommodated every 
Way by other Men's Induſtry, and be beholding 
to the Sweat of other People's Brows for their 
daily Bread, and yet themſelves to be, and profeſ- 
ſedly, of no Uſe, to do no Good to any Body, it 
is ſuch a Thought as would move the Temper of the 
mildeſt Man alive. We Proteſtants, it is true, ge- 


nerally condemn this Practice among the Romaniſts, 


but it may be queſtioned, as to many of us, whe- 
ther we do not condemn it as being their Practice, 
and not becauſe there is Abundance of Harm in 
the Thing it ſelf. The Thing may, perhaps be 
innocent enough, when practiſed by other People. 
If it were not from ſome ſuch odd Way of turn- 
ing our Thoughts, we could never be ſo intent 

upon perſwading our ſelves, and making other Peo- 

ple believe, Religion lay ſo much in retiring from 
the World, and devoting our ſelves to what are 
ſo affectedly called Spiritual Duties; and the Spiri- 
zuality of which is conſtantly meaſured by the 
greater or leſs Diftance they keep from all the 
Concerns and Offices of the preſent Life. | 


And from this wrong Way of Thinking, we ſee : 


Perſons, as I ſaid, daily retiring from the World, 
and this, more or leſs, juſt in Proportion to the 


Meaſure of their Religion, and their Religion ic 


ſelf is again meaſured by the Degrees of this Re- 
urement. Thus, it is ſomething, for a Man to 


1 
throw off half his Buſineſs, and ſo cut off half his 
Diligence and Activeneſs, and ſink his Capacity of 


being Good and Uſeful to half what it is at pre- 


ſent. But for a Man to give up the Whole of his 
Employment, as being ſick of a vain World, this has 
ſomething Great and Noble in. it, and deſerves the 
higheſt Encomiums. And when he has thus difin- 
gaged himſelf from the World, he has nothing to 
do but to faſt and pray, to hear and read, and 
contemplate, and all this for the ſake of doing ſo, 
or to do them over again as faft as he can, and fo 
live perpetually in this Circle. Or, perhaps, it 
will be ald, this is the only Means of attaining to 


1 a Reſemblance of God, and a Meetneſs for the 


Enjoyment of him. To this it may be anſwered, 
that the only Likeneſs to God which the Scriptures 
ſpeak of, as attainable by us in the preſent World, 
conſiſts intirely of two Things, viz. Self-Purity, 
and the moſt extenſive, univerſal Goodneſs towards 
every one, according to the c—_ God has 
given us. Now let any one conſider, what likeli- 
hood there is, that theſe Effects ſhould be produ- 
ced by a Man's profeſſedly retiring from the 
World, to devote himſelf wholly to ſuch abftra& 
Services. As for the latter Effect, the Cauſe that 
ſhould produce it, does moſt effectually exclude it. 
For juſt ſo far as a Man exceeds in minding this 

kind of Duties, ſo much he muſt of Neceſſity fail 
and be defective in the Regards that are due to 
others. And as to the former, an exceſſive Re- 
gard to them has been generally found to be fo 
far from promoting it, that it has very often been 
found the manifeſt Occaſion of the directly contra- 
ry, and this to the great Diſgrace of Religion. 

The Obſervation is true: How to account for it 
may be ſomewhat difficult. Whether it be, as 
ſeems very probable, becauſe this retired Life is 
not, and cannot be ſufficiently active: So _ 2 
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Nan muſt have a great deal of leiſure Time, which, 
not being uſefully employed in the Affairs and 
Concerns of Human Life, can very hardly eſcape 


being laid out in a vicious Way: Or, whether it 
may not be owing to their ſtretching their Imagi- 


nations too far, and keeping them too intenſely 


fixed upon ſuch Objects as they are employed 
about: The natural Conſequence of which will af- 
terwards be a proportionable Relaxation and 
Careleſnefs of Mind, which muſt make them 
extremely liable to the Force of Temptations ; 
as too great an Elevation of the Spirits will infer as 
great a Dejection of them: Or, whether in their 
Contemplations and other Exerciſes, they may not, 
_ ordinarily, make uſe of ſuch Images as tend too 
naturally to fire their Fancies, and raiſe ſuch 
Thoughts as are not convenient: Or, Laſtly, Whe- 
ther it is not to be aſcribed to the immediate Diſ- 
pleaſure of God, who might juſtly leave them to 
themſelves, as a Puniſhment of their groſs Inſince- 
rity and Partiality in the manner of regarding his 
Will and their own Duty. Whether it is to be ac- 
counted for in any of theſe Ways, or any other 
that might be mentioned, this is certain, theſe 
People's Conduct is too frequently ſeen to be the 
unhappy Moral of that Story of the Philoſopher, 
who dropp'd into a Ditch while he was gazing at the 
Stars. 5 | 

But one cannot omit taking Notice more parti- 
cularly, of one notorious Vice theſe Perſons are ſo 
extremely apt to run into; and that is, a moſt 


proud, cenſorious Manner of treating every Body 


that is not in the ſame Way with themſelves. They 
are perpetually at it, meddling with other Peo- 
ple's Concerns, cenſuring their Actions, judging 
their Intentions, and always condemning them. 
Or if, at any Time, a Character, in the active, 
vſeful Way of Life, is ſo very bright and excel- 


FE 
lent, that all the World acknowledges it, and they 
cannot, for ſhame, be on the other fide; yet, if 
they praiſe, it is with ſo many Limitations on the 
one Hand, and ſcurvy Hints on the other, as 
might make one heartily ſick even of their Com- 
mendations. What they give with one Hand they 
take away with the other; and an honeſt Man has 
ſome Reaſon to be thankful if he comes off ſo well; 
for no one's Character is ſo perfect, but a cenſori- 
ous Temper, one that is bent upon finding Faults, 
will, ſome how or other, ſpie them out, and rake 
together all the aggravating Circumſtances, and 
improve them too, by the Help of a fruitful Inventi- 
on. Nor can any other be expected, but that, 
upon all Compariſons, they ſhould give themſelves 
the Preference to every Body elſe. It was, of old, 
the ordinary Compliment of this Sort of People, 
(a) Stand by thy Go. come not near to me, for I am 
holier than thou. Nor would they ſcruple flatter- 
ing themſelves, even in their religious Addreſſes, 
(b) God, I thank thee, that I am not as other Men are — 
One plain, and, I ſuppoſe, the principal Rea- 
ſon of this Sort of Behaviour, is the great Quan- 
tity of idle Time, which theſe People always have 
lying upon their Hands. Whereas a Man, who 
makes all his Devotions, and Exerciſes of that 
kind, ſo many Means and Helps to a diſigent, 
active, uſeful Manner of Life, finds work enough 
of his own to do, and bur little leiſure to prie 
into other People's Conduct: And beſides, is ſuffi- 
ciently inſtructed by the many Miſtakes, he can- 
not but obſerve himſelf to be guilty of, to make 
charitable Allowances for the Failings of others. 
And which of theſe is the better and more amiable 


Character? 
—»—ñ —ꝛ IA BA IIS X | . 1 a 
_ (a) Iſa. Ixv. 5. (5) Luke xviii. 11. 
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I might proceed to take Notice of the bad Con- 
ſequences of theſe wrong Conceptions of Religion, 
and their miſtaken way of practiſing it, with refe- 
rence to themſelves, their own Eaſe and Comfort. 
And particularly, it were eaſy to ſhew that as in 
Fact they ſeldom fail to do, ſo it is in the Nature of 
Things hardly poſſible, but they muſt out-live all 
the Pleaſure of the Method they are in. While 
their Spirits are brisk and lively, and their Af- 
fections warm, they may pleaſe themſelves ex- 
tremely with their devotional Exerciſes. But not 
ſo, when they have long run the Round of them, 
and their Spirits come to flag and decay, as their 
Years increaſe upon them. Then, inſtead of find- 
ing Pleaſure, they do little elſe but doze in them. 

And this, when they come to reflect upon it, is apt 
to trouble and perplex them ; which, not ſeldom, 
ends in Deſpair. It tears their Hearts to think, 
they ſhould be ſo unapt for every Thing almoſt, 
which, in their miſtaken Way of thinking, is Re- 
ligion. This makes them, firſt, call their State in- 
to queſtion ; and then they preſently conclude it to 
be very bad. Whereas the true Meaning of it is 

only, that they have not now their wonted Quantity 
of Heat and Siri, and conſequently, are not able to 
carry on their Religious Exerciſes, either to the 
2 length, or with the former Reliſh and Plea- 
ſure. 5 WE 
But, to ſay no more to this, is it not very bad, 

that Religion ſhould be made to conſiſt in ſuch 
Things as depend ſo much, both for the Practice 
and Comfort of them, upon a great Stock of Ani- 
mal Spirits; and which ſhall therefore occaſion a 
Man's deſpairing of his own Safety, merely be- 
cauſe the 'Temper of his Body is changed, and he 
has not that Warmth and Vigor at Sixty, as he had 
at Twenty or Thirty? SE 


But 
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But all theſe bad Conſequences, and many more 
that might be mentioned, would be effectually pre- 
vented, if the right Notion of Religion prevailed; 
and it was more generally made to conſiſt, chiefly 
in Goodneſs, Diligence and Uſefulneſs, in our par- 
ticular Stations, and according to the Capacities 
which God has given us. Then no one would 
pretend to retire from the World till God gave 
him his Diſmiſſion, which he can never have as long 
as his Capacity of being uſeful continues. Even 
old Age it ſelf cannot be excuſed. If it is not ca- 
pable of ſome Inſtances of Uſefulneſs, it is of others, 
which Touth is no ways fit for. A great deal of Acti- 
on cannot be expected from it; but how proper is 
it for Advice, b Counſel and Inſtruction? And 
how venerable are Gray Hairs when thus employed ? 


Who does not reverence Lælius and Cato, as they 


are perſonated by Tully, and introduced reading in- 
ſtructive Lectures to young Men, the one concern- 
ing Friendſhip, the other old Age? What a noble 
Manner of ending a long Life of Uſefulneſs is 
this? | TE . 
28. We may learn from what has been ſaid, how 
little Dependance can be had upon a Death Bed 
Repentance Or, how little Reaſon there can be to 
expect, the Goſpel ſnould have given any the leaſt 
Encouragement to rely upon it. If the great Deſign 
of the Goſpel be what it has been repreſented in 
this Diſcourſe, one might ſafely conclude, with- 
out looking any farther, that there is not, and 
cannot be, any where in the Goſpel Writings, the 
leaſt hint given us, that ſo late a Repentance can 
be acceptable to God. For if there was any 
Thing of this Nature, it would moſt evidently con- 
tradict the one great Deſign propoſed in the Chri- 
ſtian Inſtitution. If it was the Intention of Chriſti- 
anity to procure and eftabliſh the Peace and Wel- 


fare of the World, by making every one Virtuous 
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And Good, and Uſeful, and by this Means cotitti- 
bute their reſpective Shares to the common Happi- 


neſs, we might reaſonably expect, the Goſpel could 


not give any the leaſt Encouragement at all, to 


hope for the Favour of God in any other Way but 
this: And much more, that it ſhould not teach us 
to look for Mercy, if in our laſt Moments only we 
apply to God for it, when we have ſpent the whole 
of our Time and Pains to none but the worſt Pur- 


poſes, and in the moſt direct Contradiction to the 


one Intention of it. To ſuppoſe the Goſpel 
has done 


any Thing of this ſort, would be to ac 


cuſe it of the greateſt Weakneſs poſſible, as ha- 


| ving taken the moſt effectual Way to defeat its own 
End, 


and even given ſuch an Encouragement to 


Wickedneſs, as the World never knew before. But 


e we may ſee better the Abſurdity of ſuch a 
thod, if we put a parallel Caſe with reference 


to Gil Goverament. If a Legiſlator make a Num- 


berof good Laws to be obſerved by all his Subjects 
he annexes a proper Reward and Puniſhment, an 
lets them know, that, as they obey or diſregard his 


Statutes, they ſhall be treated accordingly. Thus 


far is conſiſtent, and a proper Method is taken to 
ſecure the publick Welfare. But if this Governor 


ſhould, at the ſame Time that he publiſhes theſe 


Laws, acquaint his People, that they may hope for 
his Mercy and Favour, if at any Time hereafter 


they ſhall mind his Laws and ſubmit to them, will 


not any one ſee he has taken the moſt effectual way 


to diſappoint his own Intentions, and that he 
might as well have fat ſtill as promulgate a Num- 


ber of Laws, and yet leave his Subjects at liberty, 
whether they would obey them or not, as to be 
ſure they will not, whenever a Compliance with 


them would any ways interfere with their own 
Eaſe, or Profit, or Pleaſure? No one can avoid 


ſeeing the exceſſive Abſurdity of ſuch a — 
. | : 1 
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this, 1n the Inftance before us. And muſt it not 


be as viſible in the other? Or could we have had a 
ſtronger Temptation to trample upon the Autho- 


rity of God, and deſpiſe his Laws, if he had 
taught us to expect his Favour notwithſtanding, if 
we would but, though it were in the Article of 
Death, look to him for it? As a greater Induce- 

ment than this to all manner of Folly and Wicked- 
neſs could not be laid before us, fo, in fact, it has 
all along been found to be one manifeſt Occaſion of 
People's diſregarding ſo intirely all the principal 
Demands of Chriſtianity, and allowing themſelves 
in ſuch a Courſe of Viciouſneſs, as they durſt not 


have ſo much as thought of, were it not for the 


Proſpect they had of repenting ſometime or other, 
at leaſt upon a Death-Bed, when Vice and Wicked=- 


neſs muſt have loſt their Reliſh, and ceaſe to be 


any longer tempting. But we may, before Hand, 
be ſure, the Goſpel cannot have given us any ſuch 
Encouragement or Occaſion ; or, that if it ſhould, 
no Arguments whatſoever would ſo ſtrongly prove 
its Divine Original, as this would prove the contrary. 

I think it is not pretended, the Goſpel has faid 


any Thing particularly, to the Caſe of fo late a 


Repentance ; but that the Value of it muſt be 
known by Conſequences and Deductions from what 
the Goſpel has expreſly ſaid upon other Occaſions, 


or in its more general Declarations. And the 


Things commonly inſtanced for this purpoſe, are, 
the Parable of the Labourers, that were hired into 
the Vineyard; the Caſe of the Thief upon the Croſs, 
and the Promiſes made in the Goſpel to all that 
would repent, without exception; from whence it 
is concluded, that Repentance can never come too 
late. 5 3 : 
It cannot be expected I ſhould here ſpeak large- 
1y to each of theſe, and mention every Thing that 
might be juſtly — to ſhew, how little they 
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[601 1 
are to the Purpoſe for which they are brought. But 
I would willingly ſay as much as may be ſufficient 
to convince every unpre judiced Mind, that none of 
theſe Things prove at all what they are by ſome 
thought to do. E 
What has been already obſerved concerning the 
Nature and Deſign of Chriſtianity, if well ſupport- 
ed, as, I hope, I have ſhewn it is, ſhould moſt 
effectually hinder us from putting any Conſtruction 
upon particular Paſſages plainly inconſiſtent there- 
with. If the common Notion of the Validity of a 
Death-Bed Repentance is manifeſtly contrary to 
the great Intention of the Goſpel, it cannot be ſup- ©® 
ported by any Paſlages in it, if it is conſiſtent with *' 
it ſelf. It has been juſt proved, the ordinary No- 
tion is ſo; and therefore whatever be the Senſe of 
any of thoſe Places that are commonly brought for 
this purpoſe, we may be antecedently ſure, this is 
not the meaning of them; and ſo much, one would 
think, ſnould be ſufficient. But for the Sake of 
thoſe, who may not ſo eaſily apprehend this way 
of Reaſoning, it will be convenient, ſomewhat 
more particularly to conſider them. 1 
As to the firſt of them, (a) the Parable of the 
Labourers, it does not at all relate to the Method of 
God's treating particular Perſons, but was levelled, 
as ſeveral of our Lord's Parables were, at the fond 
Humour of the Jewiſh People, who would look upon 
themſelves as the only People of God, and would 
either wholly exclude all the reft of the World from 
being at all intereſted in the Divine Fayour, or, at 
leaſt, from having an equal Share of it with them- 
ſelves. „ : HO 
And as our Lord was determined to call the Gen- 
tiles into the Chriſtian Church as well as the Jeus, 
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and to place both upon the ſame Level, and make 


their Privileges equal; it was but neceſſary he ſhould 
prepare the Way for this great Event, by taking 
all proper Methods to remove thoſe Prejudices 
which even his own Diſciples had againſt it. 
There was no ſpeaking plainly and directly about 
it, either to any of the Jeus, or the Diſciples them- 
ſelves : They could not bear it, and therefore our 


Lord has Recourſe to his uſual Method, by Way 


of Parable. Now it is a certain Rule, in conſider- 


ing all Parables, that the general and main View 


of them is the Thing to be regarded, and that 


particular Parts or Incidents are to be paſſed over ; 
juſt as in all Similes there is a principal Point of 
Likeneſs, which muſt be attended to, butas to the 


other minuter Circumſtances there may be the 
plwaineſt Diſagreement. For Want of attending to 
this Rule, a great many of our Lord's Parables 


have been greatly miſunderſtood, and all the reft 
might have been ſo ; becauſe there is no ſuch 


Thing as bringing a Simile to ſuit exactly the 


Thing repreſented by it, in every Point and Cir- 
cumſtance whatſoever: In ſome Parts it will be re- 
dundant, and in others as much defective. We our 


ſelves are ſenſible enough of this, as to ſeveral of 


our Lord's Parables, that if we ſhould endeavour to 
make them (as the Expreſſion is) run on al four, 


that is, be exact in underſtanding and 2ppiying all 
octrines 
upon them, both abſurd in themſelves, and con- 


the Parts of them, we muſt often build 


trary to what our Lord has in other Places expreſs- 
ly aſſerted. 8 
Nor need we a better Inſtance to this 


than the Parable now before us. For if it be to 


be underſtood of the Method in which our Lord 


will treat particular Perſons at the laſt Day, and 
it be ſuppoſed that theſe Perſons were called in 
different Stages of Life, ſome in their Youth, ſome 
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in their middle Age, and ſome again not until the 


laſt Part of Life, the Conſequence will be, that the 
final Rewards of all will be equal. For the Labour- 
en, as it is repreſented in the Parable, when their 


Maſter came to reckan with them, received every 


Man a Peum, and no Regard at all was had to any 
Difference in the Quantity of their Work: But to 
ſuppoſe ſuch an Equality of perſonal Rewards is 


both contrary to the plaineſt Reaſon of Things, 


and the expreſs Declarations of our Lord, and his 


Apoſtles after him; who have aſſured us, that in 


Proportion to our different Improvements, our Re- 
wards at laſt will be. It is plain then, that this 
Parable cannot be underſtood of particular Per- 
ſons ; and therefore ſays nothing either for or 
ainſt a late Repentance. | 1 

But again, let us ſuppoſe it was intended to re- 


preſent God's Method of treating particular Per- 


ſons, and to let us know how acceptable it will be, 
i though we had been idle all our Time, and lived 
to no Manner of Purpoſe, we will at laſt think of 
being employed, What will be gained by it in Fa- 
vour of a Death-bed Repentance ? "Thoſe that 
_ were laſt employed wrought in the Vineyard from 
the eleventh to the twelfth Hour ; that is, one twelfth 


Part of their Time. Will this Obſervation be of 


Service to thoſe who are ſo far from working one 
zwelfth, that they have no Intention to be employed 


one thoufandth Part of their Time; or rather, to 


ſpeak more ſtrictly, have no Deſign to work at all ? 
Which is the Caſe of thoſe who will depend upon 
a Death-bed Repentance. But which, perhaps, is 
a more material Obſervation, and might be abun- 
dantly ſufficient to check theſe People from having 
any Dependance upon this Parable, is, That it is 


fo far from appearing that they who were laſt cal- 


led into the Vineyard, had ever been called before, 


that, on the contrary, we find them pleading it in 
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Excuſe for their 1dleneſs, that they had had no Op- 

ortunity given them for Working. Why ftand ye 
How all the Day idle? Becauſe no Man hath K- 
red us, — But what is this to the Caſe of theſe 


who muſt be ſo far from ſaying, they had never 


been offered any Work, that they cannot but own, 
they have been from their Infancy, as it were, 
called, invited, entreated to work, by an undiſpu- 
ted Authority, and the greateſt Goodneſs and 


| Mercy, and this continually and inceffantly ; and 


et they reſolved to do nothing, until it is impoſſi- 
le for them to do any Thing at all? kg 
But this Circumſtance laſt mentioned, relating 


to thoſe that were call'd at the eleventh Hour, that 


they could ſay, No Man had hired them, and the 


obſerving how ſingular the Behaviour of the Rt 


Labourers is, when the Maſter comes, and gives 


a them no greater a Reward than the Laſt; how full 


of Murmuring and Complaint they are, as though 
ſome great Wrong had been done them: "Theſe 
Characters, I ſay, ſufficiently ſhew what was the 
Intention of this Parable ; that the Jews were che 
Firſt Lalourers, and the Gentiles the Laft ; that as 


the Jews had been called before the Goſpel, the 


Gentiles ſhould be ſo under the Chriſtian Diſpenſa- 


tion: And that as the Firſt Labourers murmured, 
becauſe the Laſt received as much as they, ſo the 


2ws would repine (as we know they did abnn- 
dantly) that the Gentiles ſhould be raiſed to a Le- 
vel with themſelves. . 


Let us now proceed to conſider the Caſe of the 


Thief upon the Croſs; and if we find it in the prin- 
cipal Circumſtances different from theirs among us, 
who plead it in Favour of a Death-Bed Repen- 
tance, we may be fure . there is no arguing rightly 
from the one to the other. cul Thy e 


The Account indeed of this Criminal, as we have 
it inthe Goſpels, is very ſhort ; and, for Want 
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a fuller Information, we are able to ſay little, ei- 
ther as to the particular Crime for which he ſuf- 


fered, or as to the general Manner of his Life 


and Conduct. If we allow him to have been a very 
profligate Liver, and that the Guilt for which he 


ſuffered was of a moſt hainous Nature, it is going 


further than any Evidence will conſtrain us to do. 
But however, allowing it; the next Thing to be in- 
quired into is, what Means and Advantages he 
had enjoyed, in Order to his knowing and doing 
better ; for juſt in 1 to theſe, his Guilt 
would be greater or leſs. Tis not certain he was 
a Jew; but if he was, it does not appear what 
Sort of Education he had had, or what Sort of Peo- 
ple and Company he had been moſt converſant with. 
He might, notwithſtanding his being a Few, be 
trained up in Ignorance and Folly equal to that 
of a Gentile ; which would be a great Alleviation 
of his Guilt, and make his Caſe a good deal more 
compaſſionable. But, which is the moſt material 

| Circumſtance, it is abundantly the moſt probable, 
he had not, until very lately, known any Thing of 

our Lord's Pretenſions, what his Character was, 
and what that Religion which he was to introduce 
into the World; and ſo, could not before declare 
himſelf either for or againſt them. This was the 
| firſt Opportunity that had offered it ſelf to him, 
and he gladly laid hold of it; and really ſhewed 
more Virtue, and did more Good in a Moment, 
than is to be met with in moſt Chriſtians in the 


Compaſs of their Lives. When he was in the Ex- 


tremity of Pain, he had yet ſo little Regard there- 
to, that all his Thoughts were fixed on our Lord, 
and he readily takes the firſt Opportunity he had, 


to aſſert our Lord's Character, and profeſs his 
Faith in him- He did this when our Lord him- 


ſelf was dying the ſame vile ignominious Death ; 


when he was the Object of every Body's Scorn and 


Deriſion, 
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had cowardly deſerted him, and were juſt upon 
the Point 7 joining in with his Enemies, and diſ- 
owning entirely their Relation to him. There was 
ſomething ſo truly great and generous in this Con- 
duct of his, that one cannot but be affected with it, 
and not at all ſurprized he ſnould meet with ſuch a 


Return as he did from our Lord. In vain may we 


ſearch for any Thing to equal it in the Behaviour 
of any of our Lord's own Followers, thoſe who had 
been with him from the Beginning, had been the 
Witneſſes of all his Conduct, and laid under the moſt 


particular and expreſs Obligations to him. Yet 
this is the Inſtance that is thought parallel to the 


Caſe of Death-Bed Penitents among us, or thoſe 


who wilfully go on in their Sins, deſigning to quit 


Scores at laſt with God, only when they are juſt 
going out of the World. But what Likeneſs is 
there in theſe two Caſes? Or, rather, what a to- 


tal abſolute Diſagreement ? In the one there are 


all the Circumſtances proper to excite Pity, Eſteem, 


and Love: In the other nothing but what would 
naturally produce Contempt or Indignation in the 
Breaſt of any reaſonable Man. And yet, though 
that Inſtance of the Penitent Thief neither is nor 
can be parallel, in the moſt material Circumſtances, 


to any among us, this is the great Foundation up- 
on which Multitudes build their Hopes of finding 
Acceptance with God at laft, though they ſhould 


ſpend all their Strength and Time in the Service of 


Vice and Wickedneſs, and be ſo far from living to 
any good Purpoſe, that it had been better for the 


World if they had never lived a Moment in it; and 


in all this go contrary to the cleareſt Evidence of 


Things, the fulleſt Convictions of their oun Con- 


ſciences, their Name, and Character, and Pro- 


feſſion. Whatever elſe we are uncertain of, in 
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Deriſion, and when his own Diſciples themſelves 
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his Apoſtles intended by it, we cannot but preſent- 
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this we may be ſure, that here is ſuch an Inftance 
of Folly and Self-Deluſion, as cannot be matched 
in any other Caſe whatſoever. | 


Bur if this Example of the Penitent Thief fails 
them, and cannot anſwer the Purpoſe for which it 


is brought, it may be, upon that Account, yet 
more queſtionable, whether their laſt Refuge in 
the general Promiſes of the Goſpel will be of any 
greater Service to them, This is what I am in the 
laſt Place to conſider. 


We frequently find our Lord, and his Apoſtles 


after him, ann upon thoſe to whom they preach- 


ed, to repent of their Sins; and withal afluring 
them, that upon their Repentance they ſhould be 
o . 
Where we muſt carefully attend to two Things; 
Firſt, Who the Perſons were to whom their Diſ- | 
courſes were addreſſed : And, in the next Place, 


What is meant by Repentance. As to the former, 


our Lord and his Apoſtles addreſſed themſelves ro 
Numbers of People, who were either Jews or Gen- 


tiles, As they had all extreamly corrupted them- 
ſelves, and the State of Mankind was become exceſ- 
fively bad and degenerate, it was an extraordinary 


Inſtance of the Goodneſs and Mercy of God, to 


endeavour the Recovery and Amendment of them. 

For this Purpoſe our Lord was ſent into the World, 

he commiſſioned his Apoſtles, and all of them 
preached the Doctrine of Repentance, in all Places, 
and to all People, where-ever they came, aſſuring 


them that God would no longer bear with their 


V ickedneſs, but now commanded all Men every where 


to repent. So that we ſee they were unbelieving 
Jews and idolatrous Gentiles, to whom this Do- 
ctrine of Repentance was preached: And as to the 
Meaning of this Doctrine, or what our Lord and 


ly 


fo 


ly ſatisfy our ſelves, if we look into the Goſpel- 
Writings : Or, the Thing is ſufficiently plain of 
it ſelf, and nothing elſe could be meant, but turn- 
ing away from their Sins and Wickedneſs, and' 
amending whatever had been amiſs in their Tem- 
per and Behaviour. If they would comply with. 
the Call, turning away from their Iniquities, and bring- 
ing forth the proper, genuine Fruits of Repentance, 
that is, leading a good Life, and eſpecially in thoſe 
Inſtances where they had been moſt guilty be- 
fore; they were then aſſured of the Mercy and 
Forgiveneſs of God. | „ 
But now what is there in all this Account, 
that can give the leaſt Countenance to a profeſ- 
fing Chriſtian, who allows himſelf in all the Wick- 
edneſs of an Infidel, and perhaps a deal worſe, in 
Hopes he may repent, at laſt, that is, when he 
can no longer retain either the Reliſh or Practice 
of it? Are his Circumſtances the ſame with rheirs, 
to whom our Lord and his Apoſtles preached Re- 
pentance ? Or, Can he repent in the ſame Manner as 
it was expected and demanded they ſhould ? And 
therefore when Repentance is ſpoken of in theſe 
different Inſtances, muſt it not have a quite diffe- 
rent Senſe? By what Authority then can any Man 
living apply the Promiſe of Forgiveneſs equally 
to both? Our Lord has done it expreſsly to the 
former, and we may ſafely follow his Example: 
But who will be ſo hardy, as to do it to the latter ? 
To ſpeak moderately, there is ſo much Danger of 
a Miſtake, that no wiſe Man would N upon 
it any Thing beyond a Trifle, much leſs ſo great a 
Value, as is commonly done. And I would ear- 
neſtly beg it might be, conſidered, how our Lord 
would have reſented it, if even any of thoſe, to 
whom he preached Repentance, and promiſed For- 


giveneſs, ſhould have replied to him, ** We will 
” HS 5 


[ 68 ] 
te think of what you ſay ſome Time hereafter ; we 
* have, as yet, Time enough before us; when we 

can keep our Sins no longer, then we will aban- 
ce don them, and accept the Mercy you offer us.” 
Or, let us conſider, whether it was poſſible for 
any of thoſe, to whom our Lord or his Apoſtles 
preached Repentance, ſo to underſtand them; 7 
or whether it was poſſible, that neither our Lord | 
nor his Apoſtles ſhould ever have explained their : 
Meaning more particularly, if they had perceived 
that any were inclined ſo groſsly to miſunderſtand 
it? But if it would have been ſo perverſe and 
| wicked in a Jew or a Gentile, ſo to underſtand our 
E | Lord or his Apoſtles, and practiſe accordingly ; 
1 what muſt it be in a profeſſing Chriſtian among us? 
| Sure as much more fo, as his Advantages for know- 
| ing better are ſuperior to thoſe of the other, 
v8 But, in a Word, the proper Scripture-Notion 
of Repentance is nothing elle but turning from a 
wicked Life to a good one; which how they can 
| be capable of, who defer their Repentance to their 
lateſt Moments, it will be hard, or rather impoſ- 
ſible, for any one to fay. t 
| Thus I have conſidered the moſt material Places 
| of Scripture, upon which People ordinarily build 
: their Hopes of the Validity of a Death-Bed Re- 
| entance. And I am willing to think enough has 
been ſaid, to ſhew they are nothing at all to the 
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| 
Purpoſe, for which they are brought. | 
| I ſhall only add, ſuch Notions of a Death-Bed 
„ Repentance, as are too commonly entertained, 
1 tend directly to deſtroy every proper Notion of 
| Religion, and occaſion the falſeſt Conceptions of 
; it. A Man that is got into this bad Way, looks 
| upon Religion as good for nothing, but as it is a 
Kind of Paſſport to another World : This is the 
only Eight he can take it in. But he that takes 
: | his 
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his Notion of it from his Bible, or even the Nas 
ture of Things, ſees it was intended to make him, 
firſt good for ſomething in this World, before he 
can be prepared for a better, £5074 "OY 
3. If weattend to the Nature and Deſign of the 
Chriſtian Religion, we cannot but ſee, how exceſ- 
ſively abſurd it muſt be to propagate ſuch a Religion 

by Force, or thoſe violent Methods, which have 

been commonly made uſe of: Becauſe it defeats 
the very End Chriſtianity was intended to ſecure 

in the moſt effectual manner. It was deſigned for 
the Peace and Welfare of Mankind, to ſecure them 

in the peaceable and quiet Poſſeſſion of their _— 
and Privileges, and make every one good and uſeful 
in his Place and Station: To make their Religion 
then the Engine of diſturbing the World, confound- 
ing People's natural Rights, and ruining their 
Peace, where-ever it comes, to make this the Oc- 
caſion of the worſt Perſecutions and the bloodieſt 
_ Cruelty, is a Practice ſo infinitely abſard, that 
one would think it could never enter into the Mind 
of Man. Let we know how it has been in Fact, 
and that thuſe, who yet have the Confidence to 
look upon themſelves as the only Chriſtians in the 
World, are profeſſedly of Opinion, that Chriſti- 
anity may, and ought, to be propagated in this 
Way. And accordingly we have ſeen them run- 
ning through the World with Fire and Sword, ma- 
king Havock and Deſolation where-ever they came, 
and this in the cruelleſt, moſt unrelenting manner, 
without Pity and Compaſſion. And, by this 
means, Chriſtianity has been ſo far from _— 


with that chearful Acceptance it greatly deſerved, 


that, on the contrary, it has been abhor'd by all 


the other Orders and Sects of Mankind. And the 
Truth of it is, if their Religion was what they re- 
preſent it to be, and theſe the proper +a” of 
5 5 | up- 
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1 and ſpreading it in the World, inſtead 
ing a Bleſſing to Mankind, it would be a 
and a Curſe, and they themſelves the ve- 
y worſt Men that ever appear'd in the World. 
But indeed, as it is not real Chriſtianity they would 
propagate, ſo neither are the Methods they make 
uſe of, in the leaſt countenanced either by our 
Lord or his Apoſtles. If they are reſolved to in- 
vert the Text, and will make our Lord ſay, He 
did not come to ſave Mens Lives, but to deſtroy them, 
there neither is nor can be any Remedy for ſuch 
Wilfulneſs. Had any of their Miſſionaries been ſent 
to the Samaritan Village, and met with ſuch a Re- 
pulſe as our Lord did, they would not only have 
propoſed the Burning it up, but have immediately, 
with their own Hands, reduced it to a Heap of 
Rubbiſh. And ſo far would they have been from 
toning their own Spirit upon this Account, 
that for that very reaſon they would have triumph'd 
and exulted, as though they had done the moſt glo- 
rious, meritorious Action. There is not, ſure, a 
more remarkable Inſtance than this, how ſtrangely 
the Minds of Men may be warp'd by Education 

and Prejudice. : -:-:; 
As for our Lord and his Apoſtles, it is very evi- 
dent what was their Method of recommending 
Chriſtianity to the World. Where-ever they 
came, they preached the Goſpel plainly, acquain- 
ted People with the Nature and Deſign of it, 
ſhowed them its Excellence, Purity and Goodneſs, 
and fo left it to themſelves intirely, whether they 
would embrace it or not. If they did, it was well: 
But if not, they could do no more, and therefore 
left them and went to another Village. This was 
the conſtant, and the only, Method then in uſe; 
nor is there any where, throughout the Goſpel- 
Writings, the leaſt hint given, that any more vio- 
5 5 | lent 


. 3 
lent Method ſhould be uſed at any Time after- 
wards, or upon any Occaſion. IR 7 
And this Method was ſucceſsful in the firſt Ages 
of Chriſtianity, fo that it quickly ſpread it 1elf 
through the principal Nations of the World, and 
no doubt of it, it would continue ftill to be fo, and 
no other needs to be invented by us. There is 
ſomething ſo good, ſo kind, ſo amiable in plain 
Chriſtianity, that when it 1s propoſed in the Simpli- 
city in which Chriſt and his Apoſtles have left it us, 
it muſt recommend it ſelf to every Man's Conſci- 
ence that attends to it, and every one's Acceptance 


that is at all rightly diſpoſed. _ 


Laftly, J would hence proceed to make a ſhore 
Addreſs to the Deiſts, with which I ſhall cloſe 
this Diſcourſe. I take the Word in its native 

Senſe, and mean only thoſe, who believe a God, 
and the Obligations of Natural Religion, but de- 
ny all Revelation, and that of the Goſpel in parti- 
cular. As for the other Sort of Deifts, who are 
got either into what is called the Ariſtoteliax 


Scheme, or that of Epicurus, or that of Hobbs, or 


Spinoſa's, and conſequently, hold ſuch Notions 
concerning God and themſelves, as are abſolutely 
inconſiſtent with all Regards of a moral Nature, 
the Subject I am now upon, gives me no Opportu- 
nity of ſaying any Thing to them. They may re- 
tain the Name if they pleaſe ; but it neither does, 
nor ever did properly belong to them : Originally 
it meant only thoſe, who, according to the Lord 
Herbert's Scheme, believed a God, a Providence, and 
the ſeveral Obligations which the Light of Nature diſ- 
covers to us : But diſtinguiſhed themſelves from the 
reſt of the World about them, by denying, or, at 
leaſt, openly doubting of all Revelation. Of this 
Sort of Deiſts, I ſuppoſe, there may be — 
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able Numbers among us at this Time, and to them 
it is I would make this ſhort Addreſs: begging of 
them to ſuſpend their peculiar Notions for a while, 
and, for once, to conſider Things over again. It 
may be, they will, upon further Thoughts, ſee 
Reaſon to abate ſomething of their preſent Opini- 
on, and entertain more favourable Notions of the 
Chriſtian Doctrine. Nay, I may be ſo free as to 
lay, it muſt be ſo, and they cannot do otherwiſe, if 
they will ſeriouſly conſider Chriſtianity, not in the 
View which modern Syſtems will give them of it, but 
in the plain and ſimple Account we have of it in the 
New Teſtament Writers. And this, one may be 
ſure, is but a reaſonable Requeſt. If a Man has a 
mind to know what the - Jewiſh OEconomy was, will 
he take his Notion of it from this or the other 
Rabbi, when the original Books of Myjes are be- 
fore him? Or, if he has a Mind to know certain- 
ly what the Mahometan Superſtition is, would it 
not be his only way to read the Alcoran? So, if the 
Perſons I am now addreſſing to, would form an 
exact Notion of Chriſtianity, the ſureſt Way will be 
to ſearch the New Teſtament Writings, which all 
Chriftians allow to be the only authentick Records 
of it. In any other Way but this a Man is very 
hable to be 'impoſed upon ; but in this he may be 
ſecure. Now, when they come to ſearch the Books 
of the New Teſtament, and find all the Obligations 
of Natural Religion, renew'd, confirm'd, and im- 
proved, and no one Thing added that contradicts 
any of them, as will certainly be found to be the 
Caſe, upon the ſtricteſt Inquiry; will not this, to 
ſay the leaſt, excite in them a very great Opinion 
of theſe Books? When they ſhall find, that the 
Glory of Almighty God, in the Peace and Welfare 
of the World, is the manifeſt Deſign of Chriftiani- 
ty ; that the Goſpel is very particular in its Rules 


and 


I 
and Directions, and lias mentioned ſome Things 
which the Light of Nature did not diſcover at all, 


or, however, ſo obſcurely, that the moſt inquiſi- 
tive Mind could never diſcern them, but which are 


found no leſs neceſſary for that End; muſt it not 
greatly recommend Chriſtianity to them: 


But, before I proceed further, it will be neceſſn: | 


ry to remind them of one Thing, viz. That when 


they would compare the Chriſtian Scheme with the 
Light of Nature, they would conſider the latter, not 
as it appears to them at this Time of Day, but, as 
it may be ſuppos'd it would, if they had lived in 
the Time of Socrates, or Plato, or Ariſtotle, or Tus 
or Seneca, or any of their moſt admired antient Ae: 
ralifts ; who were ſuppoled to have nothing but the 
mere Light of Nature to ſteer themſelves by. And 


this I take alſo to be a perfectly reaſonable Re- 


queſt: For, ſure; none of them will be ſo want⸗ 
ing, in point of Modeſty, as to think, if they had 


lived" in the Time of any of theſe Philoſophers, the 


it did thoſe great and perpetually inquiſitive Minds. 


And beſides, there is no little reaſon to think, they 
may have been, in feveral Points of their preſent 
Scheme, greatly indebted to Revelation, without 
being ſenfible of the Obligation, or however, witb- 


out acknowledging it; not to take Notice, at pre- 


ſent, that the ſame Thing has been ſuſpected, by 

Men of Learning and Senſe, of the old Philoſo=: 

phers themſelves, and as high, as the Time of Ho- 
a 


mer, and not without, to ſay the leaſt, ſo much 
Reaſon; as may preſerve any one from being over- 


confident of the” contrary. But, to allow them 
more than they can demand, and that the Morality 
of the Philoſophers was diſcovered to them merely by 
the Light Nature, hits; then to compare one, 
wt, | = 


_ Light of Nature would have ſhone brighter ro them,” 
and have led them further into real Religion, than 
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or another, or all, of their Books with the Goſpel 


Writings. Let them take the whole, if they pleaſe, 
and try if they can equal the New Teſtament, 
either in point of Clearneſs in the Manner of De- 
livery, the Extent of Duty, or the Motives by 
which. it is inforced. And if, upon the moſt deli- 


berate Inquiry, it be found, as moſt certainly it 


will, that in every of theſe Inſtances, rhe Goſpel is 


ſuperior to them all, the neceſſary Conſequence will 


be, that they ſhould accordingly efteem and value 


it. This is no more than is due to it, if we conſider 


it only as a Human Performance, and ſuppoſe, 
that there is nothing extraordinary or ſupernatu- 
ral in it. For, in that Caſe, it would ſtill be the 


moſt complete Syſtem of Morality the World was 


ever yet acquainted with, 
But then, I would further inquire of a reaſon- 
able Deift, whether it would not be a very deſirable 


Thing, as — apparently for the Eaſe and Bene- 


fit of Mankind, that ſuch a Syſtem of Morality 


ſhould have an immediate Authority given it by God ? 


And, I think, he cannot deny it, for a plain Rea- 
ſon, viz. That this would bring it to a level with 


the meaneſt Capacity, and a Man but of ordinary 
Faculties would in a few Hours better underſtand 


his Duty, and be more ſenſible of his Obligation, 


than another, though of much better Parts, can 


be in many Years, merely by Reading the Phi lo- 
ſophers. Of which one great Reaſon is, that it re- 


quires a vaſt deal of Time, and Pains, and Ap- 
plication, to go through a great Number of natu- 


ral Duties, and make the Fitneſs of them to appear 


with a Strength of Light ſufficient to give the Mind 
a reaſonable Satisfaction about them. Nor can a 
better Inſtance be brought for the Proof of it, than 


theſe Philoſophers themſelves: Who, though they 


were Men of the beſt Learning, and the moſt ex- 


quiſite 
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exquiſite Parts, yet were not able to compile their - 
imperfect Syſtems without long Study, and the 
cloſeſt Application of Mind. And yet, after all, 
£1 . . | > | + 
it will not be very convenient, that their Reaſons 
for particular Duties ſhould be always over ſtrictly 
inquired into, leſt it be often found, they fall very 
much ſhort of proving, to Satisfaction, what they 
were intended for. At leaft, I think, no one can 
_ queſtion, but that Grotius and Puffendorf, and Bi- 

ſhop Cumberland, have wrote much better upon the 
Law of Nature, than any of thoſe Philoſophers ; and 
yet they are, all of them, ſo ſenſible of the Difficul-- 


ty of ſucha Study, as to ſee plainly the great Ne- 


ceſſity of an extraordinary Revelation for the Well- 
Government of the World. 157 wp 
But admit ſuch Inquiries are to be finiſhed to- 
lerably well by ſuch a Genius, as appears once in an 
Age or two (the Suppoſition is full large) what 
muſt be done with the Bulk of Mankind? 'That 
they cannot do any Thing towards forming a Sy- 
ſtem of Morality out of their own Heads, is but 
too evident. They have neither a Capacity, nor 
Leiſure for it. If they are then to know any 
Thing of it, they muſt learn it from others: But 
are they capable of this? Let the Experiment be 
made, by reading to them any, the plaineſt, Book 
of Natural Religion, where the Arguments are 
ſtrongly urged, and the Inferences and Deducti- 
ons rightly made, and ſee, whether they can en- 
ter into the Reaſoning of it: To ſpeak within 
Compaſs, not One in Five Hundred is capable of it. 
Ho deſirable then muſt it be, that an immediate 
Divine Authority ſhould be given to a ſufficient 
Number of Propoſitions, which might be a plain 
Direction for the Conduct of our ſelves in the 
principal Parts of Human Life? So that any 
Man might preſently conclude, ſuch or ſuch a 
1 K 2 Thing 
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be his Duty, becauſe he reads it 5 

d the other Aion to be a Sin, ye 
idden. Eyery one muſt own this 
W deſirable Thing, who mY think it deſixa- 
ye tr every Man, though:of the meaneſt Parts, 
be tolerably well —— with his Duty, 
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rom the poke their Þ ; Of, ons they. are to "_ 

on Te ph they muft be all of them Philo- 
| ophars themſelyes. But, whether the foi mer can 
be deſirable, or the latter hoped for, they may do 
well to tell us, who gerd all Revelation. 

And, one Thing further, beſides that ſuch a Set 
of Duties ſhould come recommended to us imme- 
diately : from God, it cannot but ſeem very deſira- 
ble, that ſuch ex refs Santtions ſhould be added to 
them: as may ſufficiently over-balance all ſuch 

nſiderations, as may, either. ordinarily or ex- 

| traorginarily, interfere with the Practice of them; 
iuns, as will at all Times, and every 
where, have their full Influence : And theſe muſt 
refer to another State of Things. The Reaſon is, 
becauſe otherwiſe private, perſonal Intereſt will 
very often prevail with People, either to neglect 
their Duty in particular Inſtances, or to act coptra- 
Ty to it. For, though the conſtant and regular do- 
ing their Duty always, and neceſſarily tends to the 
Welfare and Happineſs of the World, in which 
every particular Perſon, ordinarily, has his Share, 
vet it is often ſeen, that even ſuch a Practice brings 
along with it, by accident, or, through the Neg- 
lects or Wickedneſs of others, ſo much Trouble, 
in particular Inſtances, as may ſtrongly tempt them 
to diſregard the Obligations of Goodneſs and Vir- 
tue; which yet it is, 1 no means, for the * | 
Welfare they ſhould d 9. ns. 
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And therefore, in Order to a Ready ani neſa- 
Inte Practice of Virtue, it is abſolutely neceſſary, 
that People ſhould have ſome , extraprdi 
couragements, beyond thoſe which relate only, 
the preſent Life. Theſe Chriſtianity has provided 


nary En- 


for us, and propoſed in ſuch a Manper, as makes 


them appear in their full Strength. It is true, the 
Philoſophers had ſome Notion of them; but how. 
 wavering and uncertain were their Apprehenſions 2 
And, to ſay the leaſt, would not one with, they 
ſhould have been propoſed, as the Reward of Vir- 
tue, or Puniſhment of Vice, in a plainer and mare 
direct Manner than they were ever capable of do- 
ing it ? This is done in the Goſpel, and for that 
Reaſon alſo one would wiſh, there were Reaſon to 
give a greater Credit to it, than can be dane, if it 
be only a meer human Contrivance. But, how- 
ever, every Man that carries any Humanity along 
with him, and has any Love for his Species, muſt, 
when he conſiders it, have ſame Value for the 
Goſpel, as it has done more towards ſecuring the 
Rights of Mankind, the Peace and Welfare of _ 
the World, and making every one, not only inof- 


fenſive, bur greatly good and uſeful in his Place 


and Station, and this, notwithſtanding all particu- 
lar Diſcouragements and Obſtacles in his Way, 
than all the Writings of the Philoſophers put to- 
ether. Nor can the Wit of Man find any De- 
ct in the Chriſtian Scheme, or contrive any Thing 
that could, in any Inſtance, have anſwered ſuch a 
Purpoſe better. And therefore ſo much we may 
certainly conclude, That if ever God would give 
us a Revelation, this would be it. 1 5 
Aud if it be ſtill denied that the Chrifiian Reli- 
gion did come from God, or that our Lord and his 
Apoſtles were extraordinarily inſpired and aut hori- 
ed for this Purpaſe, it muſt then be * 
„ 8 that 
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chat a Number of mean obſcure Perſons, who had no 


Advantages of Learning, and no great Knowledge 


of the World, have, notwithſtanding, by their own 
Power and Skill, done more for the real Improve- 
ment and Reformation of Mankind, given us a 


and advance the Happineſs of the World, than all 
the ſubtileſt Philoſophers were ever capable of doing, 
with all the beſt Advantages of Learning, Study, 
and a general Knowledge of the World. I ſup- 
poſe no Body will queſtion whether Jeſus Chriſt was 


the Author of the Chriſtian Religion: Or, whether 


the Chriſtian Scheme, as it now ſtands in our Bibles, 


was formed by our Lord and his Apoſtles ; becauſe. 


this is a Fact, for which there is, to ſay the leaſt, as 
good Evidence as we have that Tully writ his Offices, 


or Seneca his Morals, which no Body queſtions. 


Nor will any one diſpute it, whether our Lord and 
his Apoſtles, as to all meerly human or temporal Ad- 


vantages, and the Improvements of Learning, 


were not much inferior to the great Men of Athens 


and Rome: Then will it be the moſt extraordinary, 


or rather the moſt incredible Thing in the World, 
that they ſhould have been capable of forming ſo 
perfect a Scheme meerly of themſelves, and ſo far 
out-doing every Body, that either went before or 
came after them, Yet as abſurd as ſuch a Suppoſi- 


tion appears to be at the firſt Sight, it muſt be 


ſwallowed by thofe, who will not allow them to 
have had an extraordinary Aſſiſtance from God. 


Cauſes muſt always be adequate to their Efects; nor 


can we more eaſily betray our own Ignorance or 
Wilfulneſs, than by aſcribing particular Efeds to 


Cauſes, that are by no Means equal to them; as if 


one ſhould attribute that to a G-. orm which 


can be produced only by a Sun; or ſuppoſe a Man 


of 


clearer, fuller, and better ſupported Rule for the 
Conduct of our ſelves, and this in Order to ſecure: 
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of no Senſe or Learning capable of writing a Book. 
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that abounds with both. What the fecit is in the 5 


Caſe before us, we cannot but apprehend in ſome 
NMeaſure; and the more we view and conſider it, 
the greater it ſtill appears to be. It is plainly ſuch 
an Efef, as all the Wit, and Learning, and Senſe 
of Mankind could never produce before, and yet 
a Deiſt aſcribes it to a few mean, illiterate Perſons, 
without any ſuperior Advantages at all. I doubt 
his Reaſon 10 much boaſted of, fails him extreme- 
ly in this Caſe; and equally the Love he profeſſes 
to have for Mankind; whoſe Peace and Happi- 
neſs cannot be ſo well ſecured by any Thing, as 

the Chriſtian Religion; or ſo much unſettled and 

rendred ſo uncertain and precarious „ any Thing, 
as by removing that Religion out of the World. 
And therefore it will be but a reaſonable Requeſt, 
that if he will not himſelf acknowledge and ſub- 
mit to the Chriſtian Faith, he would however let 
others alone in the quiet Poſſeſſion of it; at leaſt, 
until ſuch Time as he has provided ſome other 
Scheme that will better ſupply its Place. 
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